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In Memoriam — Fr Patrick Toner, S.J.
(September 7, 1910-January 21, 1983)
Taught at Wah Yan College, Kowloon, 1948-1963
Father Rector, Wah Yan College, Kowloon 1952-1957
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Father Rector at the Bazaar,
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1957-1958, staff picnic
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C.  From The Shield 31 (1983)

Death of Father P. Toner, S.J.

Father Patrick Toner, S.J.

Father Patrick Toner, S.J., former Rector of Wah
Yan College, Kowloon, died in Ireland on 21 January,
aged 72.

Father Toner was born in Belfast on 3 September,
1910. His family was driven out of Belfast by the
‘pograms’ of the early 1920s and settled in Dublin, but
in many ways he himself remained a Belfast-man,
tenacious of any opinion of course of action that he had
taken up.

In 1930 he interrupted his university studies to enter
the Irish Jesuit noviciate, and he adhered firmly through-
out his life to the lessons he learned as a novice. His
closest friends used say that he arrived in the noviciate
with a slight Belfast accent, but as the years passed this
accent became stronger and stronger — more tenacity!

He arrived in Hong Kong as a Jesuit scholastic in
1937. In addition to regulation language study and
teaching, he did a considerable amount of work for the
refugees who poured into Hong Kong after the fall of
Canton to the Japanese in later 1938, even spending a
short period in much-troubled Canton.

In 1940 he went to start his theological studies in
Australia, and was ordained there in 1943. Having finished
his theological studies, he returned to Ireland to do his
last year of Jesuit training, and to visit his family, to
whom he was deeply devoted.

He returned to Hong Kong in 1946 and took up

from The Sunday Examiner

teaching in the Wah Yan Branch College under the head-
mastership of Mr. Lim Hoy Lam in Nelson Street,
Kowloon.

In 1947, Mr. Lim retired from the administration
of the school and Father Toner became headmaster.
In 1951 the school moved to its new premises in Waterloo
Road, dropping ‘Branch’ from its title and becoming
Wah Yan College, Kowloon. Father Toner as Rector and
headmaster directed the move, and the great expansion
of the school and the formation of its new traditions.

In 1964, having completed his period of rectorship,
he transferred to Wah Yan College, Hong Kong, and
taught there until 1976, taking charge also for some time
of the Night School and of the Poor Boys Club.

This career of education, administration and pastoral
work taught him much about meeting the problems that
life presents, but it did not change his character. He
arrived in the Jesuit noviciate 51 years ago as a cheerful,
uncomplicated, deeply devoted young man. He died
last month as a cheerful, uncomplicated, deeply devoted
old man. May there be many like him!

As might have been expected, Father Toner did not
take kindly to the changes that multiplied in the Church
during and after Vatican Council II. This never caused
any breach between him and those who eagerly followed
new ways; it did lend a special flavour to his confabula-
tion with those who thought like himself. He and his
dear friend Father Carmel Orlando, P.I.LM.E., came closer
than ever together as they pondered in company the
wisdom of The Wanderer and sighed energetically over the
antics of extremists.

In 1976 Father Toner left for Ireland. Soon after
his arrival his health began to decline. He retained his
mental powers and his cheerful spirit unimpaired, but
his bodily strength faded gradually, but inexorably under
the strain of arteriosclerosis.

He suffered a stroke on January 20 and died early
the following morning.

Mass of the Resurrection will be celebrated this
evening, 4 February, at 6 o’clock in the chapel of Wah
Yan College, Kowloon.
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