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INTRODUCTION

In early September 1994, when a mutual friend Lee Ming Kwan told me about Bernard Mau-
sang’s death, | could hardly believe it, for Bernard was then in the prime of middle age. After he
left Hong Kong for Davis in 1987, we drifted apart somewhat. We worked in different fields: |
carried on with English language teaching and he concentrated on Chinese literature and
language. He was developing into a literary critic with a growing reputation. That | knew, but we
did not correspond much then. He stopped over in Hong Kong every now and then when
conferences and research took him that way. Then we would try to catch up with each other. In
1990, my family of four went to North America to explore the option of immigration, and while
in California, we went to Davis to meet him and Michelle. He showed us round the campus, his
house, and the environs, and it was clear he found a sense of excitement, aspiration and
satisfaction in his job. Then in 1992 or 93, he passed Hong Kong on the way to Shanghai to do
some research. We met briefly and that was the last time | saw him.

During the eighties, some friends in the education circle started a column of commentaries in
The Economic Journal called “Education Eye,” and | was one of the contributors. Ming Kwan
knew about that and asked me to write a eulogy, and that was the origin of the article “In
Memory of Ng Mau-sang” (See PART Il, Memories, D3 below). The deadline was pressing
(September 9, 1994) and | wrote from memory. | was in a despondent mood. Knowing that the



time for leaving Hong Kong was approaching, | had hopes of visiting Mau-sang once | landed in
Canada. Now he was gone. | ended the article in bitterness, questioning the fairness of some
earthly happenings.

Since 2009, a fellow Wah Yan classmate, Wong Hin-Shing, and | started compiling memorial files
for deceased fathers, teachers and friends, to upload onto the website of the Wah Yan Kowloon
Alumni Association of Ontario. (See the website WYKAAO, Features section, “Introduction to the

”nm

Series ‘In Memoriam’”) By 2013, some 30 such files had been completed. It occurred to me then
that 2014 would mark the twentieth anniversary of Mau-sang’s leaving us. | made a wish to put
together a similar document to honour him, as a friend and fellow Wahyanite. In this, | had the
support of Lee Ming Kwan and David Faure, both close friends of Mau-sang’s. | also had the
support of Mr Anthony Ho, editor of the website WYKAAO, who happened to be Mau-sang’s
class master in Form 1A. He sent out an appeal for memories to Stephen Lee in February 2013,
and through him to other classmates of ‘65 and ‘66. | soon received responses from James

Tong, Gus Yeung, Joe Wong and Peter Li.

At first, | hoped to complete the project in early 2014. My elder son’s wedding and a cataract
operation delayed the work. When the class of 61 decided to hold a 53 anniversary reunion in
San Francisco in September 2014, | saw that as an opportunity to also go to Sacramento to visit
Michelle Fan and Kevin Ng. | did meet them, Kevin for the first time, as well as “Big Ng” Dr L
Wu and his wife Frances, good friends of Mau-sang’s at Davis, and received a very warm
welcome. | was able to pay my respects to Mau-sang at his tomb, as well as obtain some more
information. This memorial file is all the more meaningful and detailed as a result. But | should
add that any inaccuracies and deficiencies in it are my responsibility.

(The above is essentially a translation of an updated Chinese article first appearing on March 2,
2013 in WYKAADO. It is an appeal to Mau-sang’s classmates for information and memories about
him. The Chinese article appears below.)
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PART | CHRONOLOGY & PHOTOGRAPHS

A A Chronology of His Life (with Key Book Publications)

1948 Born in Hong Kong

1959 Entered Wah Yan College, Kowloon, Primary 6A

1959-68 Studied in Wah Yan College Kowloon till Upper 6 Arts

1968-71 Bachelor of Arts, major in Chinese Studies and English Studies, Hong Kong

University; first-year subjects: English, English literature, Chinese literature,
translation; graduating B.A. in Chinese and English, with Second Class Honours
(Division One)

1970 Translated Father Peter Brady’s Practical Ethics, Chapters 1-13, 21-26



1971-72 Studied theology in University of Ireland, Dublin

1972—-1974 M. Phil. candidate in the Chinese Department, HKU; thesis supervisor before
1973 Prof. H. L. Lo, after 1973 Prof. Ma Meng; holder of postgraduate
studentship

1974 Translated Father Brady’s Practical Ethics 2. HK: Catholic Truth Society
1973-75 Part-time lecturer in English, Hong Kong Polytechnic
1975 Obtained a Commonwealth Scholarship to go to Oxford University

1975 -79 D. Phil. candidate, studied under John Bayley and David Pollard at Oxford
University

1976 Obtained M. Phil., thesis title: & B{IRAC 5T & /Naft 1 B B 35 g (— L — -
—JL.=-5) (The rise and development of realism in modern Chinese fiction),
Hong Kong University (in Chinese)

1978 Completed writing of D. Phil. thesis
1979-81 Lecturer in Chinese and Translation at the National University of Singapore
1981 Obtained D. Phil. from Oxford University; thesis title “The intellectual hero in

Chinese fiction of the nineteen-twenties and early ‘thirties in relation to Russian
influences”

1981 Lecturer in Chinese and Translation, the Chinese University of Hong Kong; co-
ordinator and lecturer of the Chinese Literature course of the International Asian
Studies Programme

1982 Trip to Shanghai to interview Ba Jin through a grant from the United Board for
Christian Higher Education

1983 Lecturer, Department of Translation, Chinese University of Hong Kong

1984 Translated Palaces of the Forbidden City into English, with Chan Sin Wai and
Puwen Lee, published by Allen Lane (Chinese edition published by HK:
Commercial Press in 1982)

1986 Head, Department of Translation, Chinese University of Hong Kong
1986 Visiting scholar, Zhongshan University. Guangzhou

1987 Married to Michelle Fan



Fall 1987

Dec. 1987

Oct. 1988

1988

July 1991

1991

Spring 1992

Fall 1993

Visiting assistant professor at University of California at Davis

Post-doctoral fellow of Harvard University’s Fairbank Center for East Asian
Studies (8 months)

Appointed Associate Professor of Chinese by U.C. Davis

Published The Russian Hero in Modern Chinese Fiction, Chinese University of
Hong Kong Press & State University of New York Press

Helped to create in U.C. Davis a new Department of Chinese and Japanese

Co-edited Interpreting Culture through Translation — a Festschrift for D.C. Lau,
Chinese University of Hong Kong Press

Obtained a three-month fellowship at Stanford University

Lecturer, Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Cambridge, on leave from U.C.
Davis

Aug. 21, 1993 Kevin born

Aug. 19, 1994 Died of leukemia in Stanford University Hospital, Palo Alto; buried in Colma,

California

B Photographs




Bl School Photographs (a selection) from The Shield, 1960-68

PRIMARY 6A

Lee Ming Ting, Chang Shuk Chien; Chan
Tsui Shui Lung: Wong Wai; Wong Hung Sum, B

Isung Howk Lai; Su Chung Ping; Lee Ping Kwan
Ny Sik Ki, A

Top row: Ay Chi Yin, L Moon Hung; Chan Wai Shing, O
Tung Wai Sun; Lee Wing Fai; Francis Lum

Kwan Sheang Man, Dicky Chow; Fong Ching, A

Jrd row:!
I sat Cheung: Hu bonbon! Leusng Lam Tai, P,

cung
2nd row: Lam Chung Wai; Ng Maa Sang: Eddy Young, Cheong Chi Kong: Chen Wen Hou, T.;, Ng Hon Ka
Chan Chung Kin; So Wai Lum; Leung On Kwok, A Young Kin Sing; Lam Man Lai

Seated: Mak Chun Yuen; Tsui Chi Shun; Tse Wing Lam; Yu Chun Tung, Mrs. A, Ko, Hui Wan Tao,
Tsr Fook Chuen; Huai Yan Pal; Fok Kai Yoen



Au Chi Yin, Louis
Chan Chung Kin

Chan Moon Hung

Chan Wai Shing, Oliver
Chang Shuk Chien
Chen Wen Hoo, Francis
Cheung Chi Kong
Chow, Dicky

Fok Kal Yuen

Fong Ching, Anthony
Hu Bonbon

Hui Wan Tao, Harry
Hui Yan Pal, Dick
Kwan Sheung Man
Lam Chung Wai

Lam Man Lai

Lee Ming Ting

Lee Ping Kwan

Les Wing Fai

Leung Lam Tai, Paul
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Leung On Kwok, Andrew
Leung Sai Cheung

Lum Yeuk Ka, Francis
Mak Chun Yuen

Ng Hon Kai

Ng Mau Sang

Ng Sik Ki, Anthony

So Chung Ping, Norman
So Wai Lum

Tang Wai Sun

Tse Fook Chuen

Tae Wing Lam

Tsui Chi Shun

Tsut Shui Lung

Tsung Howk Lai

Wong Hung Sum, Bernard
Wong Wal

Young Kin Sing

Young Nga Tit, Eddy
Yu Chun Tung
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Form-master:
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13,
14,
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17.
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Chen I-Hua, Dicky

Chow Chung Leung, Joseph

Chow Wing Bun
Chu Kin Cheung
Chung Yee Him
Chung Yu Kwok
Fong Sek Fun
Ha Chung Dick
Hui Chun
Ko Chi Chiu

Ko Kwok Chuen

LLau Hon Ting

Lau Lap Kong, Paul
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Leo To Keung, Philip
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FORM 5A

ARTS

31 Wong

24 29 27
2 9 23
Fr. Smyth 3 20
(1965-66)

18 Lee Chan Wing, David

9 l.ee Cheung Lung, Amold B
20,  Lee Ying Chor, Philip

21. Lui Chuang Kuen

22 Ng Kin Wah, Anthony

24 Ng Man Sang, Bermard

24 Shah, Richard

25, Soong S Kat

26 lsang King Hei, Wilson
27 s Fuk Chuen, Rayvmond
28 I'sul Shek Ming

29 Tsaul Wing Hing

0. Wong Kin Yeep, Patnch

Sang Wo

32 Yau Seung Npok
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10,

11,

FORM UPPER 6 ARTS 1967-68

Chan Chi Hung

Chan Teze Wah, Gabricl
Ching Yat Kee, Stephen
Chung Yee Him, John

Kao Kim, John

Koon King Chung, John
Kung Bow Cheung, Stephen
Kwan Fook Kan

Lee Chan Wing, David

lLee Kwok Bun, Kevin

Lee Kwong Hung, 'Thomas

14 2 17

Mr. P. O'Flanagan 13 18

12

13.
14,
15.
16,
17.
18,
19,

20.

(Absent; 15)

Li Sing Sang, Peter +* B %
Ma Chak Tai, Joseph w o
Ng Mau Sang, Bernard SO P o
Ng Siu Po, David B ¥
So Kwok Keubg #% ¥ 55l
S0 Wai Lum %

Tang Po Keung, Christopher % ¥ %l
Tho Wan Man, William M A X
Tsang Chu Chiu, Gerard 2

Yeung Chor Hang, Augustine 8 4 47
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(From the school magazine The Shield, Wah Yan Kowloon, 1960- 68)



B2 Other Photographs

1986 SrsiEA{E £ T E o Dr. Bernard Ng Mau-sang as head of the Translation
Department

PREEE L, s, St

1986: As new head of Translation Department, with
Dr S. W. Chan (left) and Professor S. Y. Suen
(middle)
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Mau-sang Ng with the Yu family in Davis,
California, 1990




Mau-sang Ng and Michelle Fan with the Yu’s: May,
Jason and David, in Davis, California, 1990

Mau-sang Ng, Anna Law, and David Faure

Oxford 1994




Family Photo with baby
Kevin, 1994
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Practical Ethics by Peter Brady, S.
J., translated by S. H. Chan and
Mau-sang Ng (Chief Translator)
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RUSSII}“I‘I HERO

MODERN CHINESE RCTION
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Mau- sang Ny

The book, based on his D. Phil.
thesis, which earned him wide
recognition




One of the co-editors, with an
article on Yan Fu’s Tian Yan Lun

Chief translator

R.I.P.

Colma, California




