In Memoriam – Fr. Joseph Mallin, S.J. (連民安神父)
(September 13, 1913 – April 01, 2018)

His Educational Ministry

At Wah Yan College, Hong Kong (1950-1957; 1982-1984)
--- Teacher 1950-1951; 1956-1957; 1982-1984
--- Minister 1951-1956

At Wah Yan College, Kowloon (1957-1971)
--- Teacher 1957 -1971 *
*Not in Wah Yan College, Kowloon during:
1959-1960 - in Cheung Chau
1969-1970 - in Macau
--- Minister 1958-1959; 1960-1961

--- Form-master and teacher at Wah Yan College, Kowloon
1957-1958 F3D
1958-1959 F3D
1960-1961 F3C
1961-1962 B

1962-1963
1963-1964
1964-1965
1966-1967

F4D
F4D
F4C
F4C

1967-1968
1968-1969
1970-1971
1965-1966

F4C
F4C
F4C
Teacher

At Pun U Association Wah Yan Primary School (1971-2001; 20092013)
--- Principal 1971-1977
--- Supervisor 1977-2001
--- Minister 2009-2013
At the Colegio Mateus Ricci, Macau
--- Teacher 1969-1970
--- Head 1978-1981
Retired in 2013 at the age of 100

OBITUARY
Announcement in the Kung Kao Po

Announcement by the Pun U Association Wah Yan Primary School

A.

Photographs, 1957-1971 (a Selection)

A1. His Classes

F3D, 1957-1958 (Form-master)

F3D, 1958-1959 (Form-master)

F3C, 1960-1961 (Form-master)

F4D, 1962-1963 (Form-master)

F4C, 1966-1967 (Form-master)

F4C, 1970-1971 (Form-master)

A2. In Staff Lists & Staff Photos

Staff List, 1957-1958

Staff Photo, 1958-1959 (seated, 5th left)

Staff Photo, 1960-1961 (seated, 5th right)

Staff List, 1961-1962

Staff Photo – English Teachers, 1961-1962 (standing, 1st left)

Staff Photo, 1962-1963 (top row, 2nd right)

Staff Photo, 1964-1965 (2nd row from bottom, 1st right)

Staff Photo, 1966-1967 (2nd row from top, 1st left)

Staff Photo, 1968-1969 (2nd row from bottom, 4th left)

Staff Photo, 1970-1971 (2nd row from bottom, 1st left)

A3. School & After-School Activities

1958-1959- Drama (Fr Mallin, Producer)

1960s-Football Match-Staff vs Students (Fr Mallin, right, in white)

1966-1967- Afternoon Concerts & Parents’ Day Students’ Concert
(Fr Mallin’s participation)

1966-1967-Parents’ Day Students’ Concert (playing the flute)

1966-1967-Parents’ Day Students’ Concert (Fr Mallin’s Ensemble)

B.

Photographs in Recent Years

B1. 2011 (Nov) At the Hong Kong ’61 Grads’ Golden Jubilee Reunion:

At the 2011 (Nov) reunion - With Mr Anthony Ho

At the 2011 (Nov) reunion

At the 2011 (Nov) reunion

At the 2011 (Nov) reunion

At the 2011 (Nov) reunion
B2. 2013 (Oct) At the ‘60 Grads’ Reunion in Hong Kong:

At the 2013 (Oct) reunion

B3. 2015-09-27 Fr Mallin’s 102nd Birthday Celebration

At the 2015 celebration – cutting the birthday cake at 102 years old
B4. 2017-03-18 at HKU Ricci Hall to celebrate Fr Deignan & Other
Jesuits’ Birthdays

2017-03-18 - HKU Ricci Hall with Kevin Tong

C.

Greetings to Fr Mallin from ‘61 Grads

(Note: Over the years, the ’61 grads sent Birthday and Christmas cards to Fr Mallin.
Below are two of such cards.)

C1. 2013 Birthday

2013-08-19 Birthday card side 1

2013-08-19 Birthday card side 2

August 19, 2013
Dear Father Mallin:
Happy 100th Birthday from all of us 61 grads!
Some of us were in your F3D class in 1958-1959. We did have great fun
that year with you as our Form-master. I still remember the many picnics
you had with us, and the after-school lessons when you taught us how to
play the flute.
I'm including three photos here.
One is the class photo of F3D (1958-1959), with our names at the bottom of
the photo. Do you recognize many of our faces and our names?
Another photo shows you playing the flute and a third photo shows you and
Mr Wilson Hsueh with the woodwind group at a concert in 1967. Those
were memorable occasions indeed, even though by that time, we had already
left Wah Yan.
May you have a wonderful birthday!
Warmest wishes and love from all 61 grads,
Hin-Shing (on behalf of all 61 grads)
_________________________________

2013-08-19 Birthday card cover letter

C2. 2017 Christmas

2017-11-27 Christmas card side 1

2017-11-27 Christmas card side 2

Nov 27, 2017
Dear Fr Mallin:
Thank you very much for your postcard dated August 26, 2017. All the ’61 Grads are
very happy that you are doing very well.
Mr. Ho says “Thank you” for your kind concern. He’s doing well but gets tired easily.
How are you these days? Hope you are keeping well.
There was only one ’61 Grads activity worldwide since August 26 this year. That was in
Toronto when Miu Kwok-Yan visited the city and had lunch with us. Also, the Annual
AGM Dinner of the Old Boys’ Association was held in Toronto.
Two photos are included:
1. Oct 11, 2017: lunch with Miu Kwok-Yan:
Standing: Bernard Wong Chi-Hok; Wong Hin-Shing;
Miu Kwok-Yan; Martin Lee Chuen-Kam
Seated: Mr Anthony Ho; David Chan Hoi-Cham; Peter
Wong Kar-Kee
2. Oct 10, 2017: WYKAAO (Old Boys’ Association in
Toronto) AGM Dinner. Attached is the photo of Mr Ho
presenting certificates to former students. Next to him
is Dr Joseph Wong who was the first President of the
Association.
In our correspondences with you last year, we mentioned a possible ’61 Grads reunion in
Toronto in 2018. So far, not much progress has been made.
We ’61 grads all wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, and good
health to you,
Love,
_____________________________________
Hin-Shing (on behalf of all '61 grads)

2017-11-27 Christmas card cover letter

D.

Greetings from Fr Mallin to ‘61 Grads

(Note: Fr Mallin was happy to receive our greeting cards and always wrote back to us .
Below are four of his replies.)

D1. 2014 Christmas (to ’61 Grads)

2014-12-06 Fr Mallin’s letter to ‘61 grads (re Christmas card)

6 December, 2014
Dear Hin-Shing:
Your letter and attached photos complete with names arrived a few days ago.
This may not reach you in time to wish you and all those of graduates of 1961 a“merry”
not "two” Merry Christmases. I am not sure how long it will take on the journey, since
Christmas always cause(s) unavoidable traffic jams.
Thanks for taking so much time to identify the many 61 in the photos. So many years
have passed, it is not easy to remember the names and put the names on the respective
correct individuals.
Too late - Congratulations to Yondani Butt. My sympathies of his death since he has
(since) passed away.
Yes. Fr Hurley returned to Ireland recently. He hopes to be able to help to a certain
degree. He had been in Hong Kong for quite a long time but of course very held back at
his age. For him it was a good move.
You may see Mr Anthony Ho soon. My good wishes to him and of course to all those
whose names and photos you have enclosed.
I won’t comment on recent events here. The young people – many are not hopeful about
the future here. Hence we have those protests. There are other big problems – housing –
7 ¼ million people.
With every good wish for 2015 and on,
Scresani Ó Mealláin
My name in my own language.
(Joe Mallin)
____________________________________________

2014-12-06 Fr Mallin’s letter to ‘61 grads (re Christmas card)
(transcription)

D2. 2016 Birthday (to ’61 Grads)

2016-08-25 Fr Mallin’s letter to ‘61 grads (re birthday card)

25 August 2016
Dear Hin-Shing,
Your letter and photo arrived, safe and sound. After so many years it would be
difficult to identify and put the correct name on all those in the group photo. So thanks
for doing that for me. Even relations in Ireland as they grew up and change have to be
named for me.
I am sure you keep in contact with some of your fellow students here in Hong
Kong. They keep you up to date with happens here. I won’t add anything save to say I
don’t think many or any of the Jesuits from Ireland who were in Wah Yan are still around.
With every good wishes to each and every one of you.
Joseph Mallin, S.J.

2016-08-25 Fr Mallin’s letter to ‘61 grads (re birthday card)
(transcription)

D3. 2016 Christmas (to ‘61 Grads)

2016-12-08 Fr Mallin’s letter to ‘61 grads (re Christmas card)

December 8, 2016
Dear Hin-Shing
Just a short note to thank you for the messages and photos that have recent<ly> arrived
with its various classes of those who attend your local gatherings of the past students of
Wah Yan College.
I hope Mr Ho has pulled through his recent fall and is as well as can be expected at his
age.
As I am confined to a chair it is difficult for me to write properly. I never had really good
handwriting.
Good wishes for 2017 to all your classmates. Thank you for the photos; they are good
resemblances of them.
Yours sincerely
J.M. Mallin - Scresani O Meallain

2016-12-08 Fr Mallin’s letter to ‘61 grads (re Christmas card)
(transcription)

D4. 2017 Birthday (to ’61 Grads)

2017-08-26 Fr Mallin’s letter to ‘61 grads (re birthday card)

26 August 2017
Dear Hin-Shing,
Your letter and photos and good wishes from the 61 grads reached me – at
roughly the same time as typhoon side swept Hong Kong. Macau suffered. Eight people
perished. No one in Hong Kong. Flooding bad in places; the flood tide came at the same
time carparks saw expensive cars covered in mud – underground carparks. So much for
Hong Kong.
Thank you for those photos. It’s so long since I have met you all. I need you to
remind me who is who. Mr Ho I did pick out.
I have not seen Fr Naylor since he returned to Wah Yan. I do not move out much.
I had not heard that Mr Ho had suffered a bad fall in November 2016 when here.
That was close to a year ago. I hope his recovery has continued. Thanks too for naming
those in the photos you sent.
2018 will soon come and that possible gathering I hope all be there on that
occasion.
Seosamh Ó Mealláin
Joseph Mallin
ps: I should have remembered your letting me know of Mr Ho’s accident. It slpped my
memory.

2017-08-26 Fr Mallin’s letter to ‘61 grads (re birthday card)
(transcription)

E.

Greetings from Fr Mallin to Dr Kevin Tong & ‘62 Grads

E1. 2012-04-25 Invitation to the 50th Anniversary of Graduation (for ’62
Grads)

2012-04-25 Fr Mallin’s letter of reply

25 April 2012
Dear Dr Kevin,
Forgive me for being so slow to answer your letter of invitation to the celebration
of the 50th Anniversary of your classes’ Graduation.
Completely unexpected occurrences prevented me from writing earlier.
I have noted down the invitation and hope to meet you all on that date.
With every good wish to you and your classmates.
Joseph Mallin, SJ

2012-04-25 Fr Mallin’s letter of reply to ’62 grads (transcription)

E2. 2012-09-21 Invitation to the November 8th Banquet (from ’62 Grads)

2012-09-21 Fr Mallin’s letter of reply to ’62 grads
21 September 2012
Dear Kevin,
Your invitation to the banquet on 8 November arrived safely and I have noted the
details carefully.
I do not have Gmail – just the plain post mail. I have set aside that evening and
will be very pleased to meet the class of 1962 WYKin.
Good health & good wishes
Joseph Mallin, SJ

2012-09-21 Fr Mallin’s letter of reply to ’62 grads (transcription)

E3. 2017-12-19 Christmas Greeting (to Kevin Tong and Family)

2017-12-19 Fr Mallin’s letter of reply to Kevin Tong

19 December 2017
Dear Kevin,
Many thanks for your Christmas greeting – from your family. This reply will not
reach you before 2018, maybe closer to Chinese New Year.
Thank you for that photo of the family. All seem well and healthy. May it
remain so.
I don’t know if you pay visits to Hong Kong. You may have relations living there.
As to Jesuits, I doubt there are now here whom you remember. I think there is a group of
the Wah Yan Past Students in Vancouver, and that they meet at times. You may be in
contact.
I suppose the family is beginning – some at least – are now embarking on their
own careers. Every good wish to them and to you – all the family.
Joseph Mallin, SJ

2017-12-19 Fr Mallin’s letter of reply to Kevin Tong and Family
(transcription)
(N.B. The transcription of all Fr Mallin's hand-written letters above were done by Wong
Hin-shing and Yu Fong-ying. Any errors of interpretation that might occur are due to
them.)

F.

Tributes and Memories

******************
From the website of the Pan U Association Wah Yan Primary School:
“Starting from September (1971), Pan U District Associatioin Hong Kong and the
Soceity of Jesus began their collaboration in running the renamed new school ‘Pun U
Association Wah Yan Primary School’. Fr. Mallin was transferred from Wah Yan
College, Kowloon to be appointed as the Founding Principal…A 1972 graduate (of the
first batch) described the first year of Fr. Mallin in our School as follows: ‘As our
Mathematics teacher has to spend most of the lessons on Chinese Arithmetic, Rev. Fr.
Mallin spends no less than five hours a week giving the three of us (we were the only
ones taking English Arithmatic in the Secondary School Entrance Examination) special
tuition. If we succeed in the SSEE, we certainly owe our success to our Headmaster. Rev.
Fr. Mallin has so much to do that he is kept busy from morning till night. He teaches,
takes care of his pupils during recess time, gives tutition to backward pupils, sees parents
and does a hundred and one other things. Yet, busy as he is, he is never annoyed. I have
never seen him losing his temper, not even when I made repeated mistakes in the tests he
gave me. I trust, respect and love my Headmaster).”
“1977. Principal Fr. Mallin retired and became Supervisor, and he recalled his most
memorable experience during his service was facing the dangers in the school premises
(including the playground, the stairway and classrooms) with inadequate annual subsidy
for repairs from the Education Department. Broken facilities often took years before
being repaired. Only in later years the Government and PUDAHK were in better
financial positions to fund the improvement works.”
“1981. Fr. Mallin was appointed Supervisor again…. 1986. Supervisor Fr. Mallin
reviewed the School’s development at its 15th anniversary…. 2001. After a continuous
service of 20 (sic) years (should be 30 years – HS & FY), Supervisor Fr. Mallin was
succeeded by Fr. Alfred Deignan, S.J.”
*******************
Wong Hin-Shing (1961) (2018-04-01):
Our beloved Fr Mallin passed away on Apr 1, 2018 at the age of 104.
May he rest in peace!
*******************
Rod Auyang (1961) (2018-04-01):

Sorry to hear. He was a good man.
*******************
Claudius Seh (1961) (2018-04-01):
Sorry to hear that Fr Mallin had passed away!
Let all Wah Yan boys say a prayer for him!
*******************
Harry Aitken (1961) (2018-04-01):
So sad that our beloved Father Malin had passed away. He was very much on my mind of
late. I will pray for his eternal rest. Please do keep me informed of his funeral
arrangements.
*******************
Harry Aitken (1961) (2018-04-01):
I have just returned from Mass, praying for Fr. Mallin's. He is truly a remarkable person
and will be remembered by all. Although he has never taught me at Wah Yan, somehow
it seems that he is always in my heart and mind. I will continue to remember him in my
prayers.
*******************
Yu Fong-ying (1961) (2018-04-01):
I mourn him deeply. He was the last link to the Irish fathers who taught me.
And I marvel at the irony of history on a number of levels. That he was asked by his
father, an Irish martyr, to become a priest. That an Irishman, to come to a British colony
to fulfill his mission. That we should be taught and learn from an Irishman in a British
colony.
In peace he will rest.
*******************
Kevin Tong (1962) (2018-04-01):
May Fr Mallin rest in peace!

*******************
Chan Doming (1961) (2018-04-01):
May the great Father Mallin rest in peace. A quiet, unassuming man who had dedicated
his entire life and all his possessions to Jesus... and the love of mankind!!
*******************
Yu Fong-ying (1961) (2018-04-02):
I'd like to share with you two excerpts about Fr Mallin:
The following from the 15 Sept 2013 SCMP Magazine on the occasion of his turning 100,
an interview with him -"No place is home in a way. There's a Jesuit plot for me over in Happy Valley. I don't
think they'll ship me back to Ireland. I suppose there are a few things I'd like to have done
in my life. I'd have a horse instead of a car. I'd have an Irish wolfhound. I'd have a boat not a big, oul' yacht with a motor sticking out of it. Just a boat. There's no use trying to
think what's after death. God is silent. He has to be. There's only one thing we can give
him and that's trust, like the trust you have for your parents. You have to trust them.
Could I do what my father did? Ha. I don't know ... I don't think I could."
(Google “My Life: Father Jospeh Mallin Post Magazine South China Morning Post” for
the whole interview. For another interview, see “Interview of Fr Mallin in 2012” by Fr
Sean Coghlan, S.J. on the website WYKAAO.)
https://www.wykontario.org/index.php/featured-articles/1082-interview-of-fr-mallin-in2012-sean-coghlan-s-j
The following from Irish Jesuit Missions -Fr. Mallin played the flute, which had belonged to his father. Indeed his father had played
it in Liberty Hall in the Workers' Orchestra on the eve of the 1916 Rising. The flute and
his father's watch are now in the National Museum in Dublin.
*******************
Alex Mak (1962) (2018-04-02):
May our great beloved Fr Malin now rests in eternal peace in God's embrace ! An
unassuming and compassionate man who accomplished much with his life !
*******************

York Chen (1962) (2018-04-02)
Amen!
*******************
Wong Hin-Shing (1961) (2018-04-03):
Fr Mallin was the Form-Master of both my elder brother Hin-Nang (F3D 1957-1958) and
myself (F3D 1958-1959).
Although he taught me for only one year, I have a lasting impression of him - I like him
very much.
He taught us English, and I enjoyed being in his class. I remember he taught us three
<abridged> novels - two by George Eliot <"The Mill on the Floss" and "Silas Marner">;
and the third by Sir Walter Scott <"The White Company">.
When he taught, he liked to copy what he had composed on the blackboard. I still
remember he wrote something about Cecil DeMille and the movie "The Ten
Commandments" (1956, starring Charlton Heston and Yul Brynner).
He was a gentle person. He spoke softly, with an Irish accent. He seldom lost his temper,
except once.
Not sure why. Maybe the whole class was noisy. Or maybe our homework was lousy.
Anyway, he lost his temper by not saying anything. Didn't yell at us. Just stood in front
of the class for many minutes and stared at us, not smiling. The naughty class didn't
respond, and continued talking among ourselves. He eventually walked out of the
classroom. I think after a long while, our class prefect went out of the classroom and
persuaded him back.
And then everything was normal again.
That was the only time he lost his temper.
He liked having picnics with us. I think we had at least two picnics with him during
Form 3.
He was a fast walker. He didn't wait for us slow walkers (especially me, I think I trailed
way behind). Everyone was amazed that he could walk so fast.
He was a fine flautist and he liked to teach us how to play the flute after class.
i still remember this embarrassing incident.

I approached him after class and said I would like to learn. He said fine and the lesson
will begin soon.
The lesson began.
To my amazement, on the day, after class, he taught us catechism. Afterwards, I told him
I thought it was the flute he was going to teach us.
Oh yes, he said, that would be the next day <or so>.
I said in that case I wasn’t interested in attending his catechism class after all.
He didn’t yell at me angrily. He just smiled and nodded his head and said that’s fine.
I distinctly remember in the first flute lesson he taught, we learned to sing the song "My
Wife and I Lived All Alone". I still remember some of the words and the melody.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3lE9sV9Wbo
A few of us, including Richard Li, Jerome Shih and Chan Yiu-Man, formed a small
group called Classical-Music Lovers' Association (CLA). We invited Fr Mallin to be our
sponsor and Fr Farren our adviser. We were very happy that both Fathers accepted our
invitations.
In the last two decades or so, we '61 Grads would send Birthday and Christmas cards to
some of our teachers and Fathers. Fr Mallin was delighted to receive our cards and he
would write back to us on many occasions. However, he didn't write to us in response to
our <November> 2017 Christmas card greetings. I had an inkling that ....
May he rest in peace.
*******************
關文護 (1960) (2018-04-03):
Just received the very sad news from Gregory Chan Chin Chun this afternoon. We shall
dearly miss our beloved teacher forever.
生老病死可奈何,安能萬代無輓歌!
就讓我們多多追思懷念神父罷!
*******************
Philip Lee (1960) (2018-04-03):

It is with a great deal of shock and sorrow to learn of the passing of Rev. Fr. Joseph
Mallin, S.J.. While he was not our Form Master at any given time, he did teach us
mathematics, especially geometry when both Franklin Shah and I were in From 3C...
This was 1957, more than nine and half a century ago...
May God rest the soul of Rev. Fr. Joseph Mallin.
*******************
Peter Lee (1960) (2018-04-03):
I sure miss him. I shall attend his funeral Mass on 14th April, 2018.
*******************
James Chu (1960) (2018-04-03):
He'll be in my prayers.
*******************
Francis Ching (1962) (2018-04-03):
Look at this article - "Jesuit Priest, last living son of Irish revolutionary leaders, dies at
104"
https://cruxnow.com/cna/2018/04/03/jesuit-priest-last-living-son-of-irish-revolutionaryleaders-dies-at-104/
Family history of our beloved Fr. Mallin. Please remember him, Fr. Kennedy and all
other Wah Yan priests who are no longer with us in our Easter prayers.
*******************
Andrew Tseung (1961) (2018-04-03):
Even though I am in NZ and cannot attend Fr Malin's funeral mass, my wife Molly & I
shall pray for him. I am sure he is resting in God's presence now.
*******************
Robert Lee (1961) (2018-04-01):
I remember him as a gentle man. God Bless his Soul.

*******************
Kevin Tong (1962) (2018-04-03):
I knew Fr Mallin well, being the Hong Kong Jesuit Community Physician 1977 to 1997.
He sent me Christmas blessings yearly.The last one was mailed to Vancouver in
December 2017. His writing was really first class penmanship: line by line 工整 and very
beautiful, even at 104!
*******************
Harry Aitken (1961) (2018-04-03):
We know that we all have to go one day, and 104 is certainly not a bad age to leave this
world, and indeed it is a blessing. Still it is so sad to face the reality that our beloved
Father Mallin is no longer with us.
*******************
James Chuang (1960) (2018-04-03):
I'll be at the funeral!
*******************
Simon Chan (1960) (2018-04-03):
Back to October 2013, I was in Hong Kong visiting my Mom.
I was asked by Ah Kwan to help Gregory Chan to escort Fr. Mallin to the restaurant to
celebrate his 100 years old birthday. I had the chance of close look of the Father and
touching his hands. Father had a wheelchair and walking sticks to help him moving
around. He had a strong character to do things by himself.We had a very happy evening.
At the end of the party the Father gave us "Blessings", and he said he enjoyed the food
and would like to be back next year.
Thank Father Mallin leading the 3D boys to be united strongly together.
His love and unselfishness showed the boys the secret of success in their future.
I was not one of the 3D boys.
It is a blessing that Father Mallin finished his trip in Hong Kong.
Our God will arrange him for another job.

Father Mallin your love and smiling faces are with us all the time.
*******************
Francis Kung (1961) (2018-04-03):
He was outstanding and amongst the few Fathers that I have the best impression!
*******************
Kevin Tong (1962) (2018-04-03):
I last met Fr Mallin at HKU Ricci Hall on March 18, 2017 to celebrate Fr Deignan and
Jesuits' Birthdays.
(Note: See photo in section B above.)
*******************
梁子超 (1960( (2018-04-03):
Very sorry to hear our beloved Fr. Mallin has passed away. He had a long and
meaningful life and I am proud to be a member of 3D.
He still remembered me when I saw him back in 2010.
He will be deeply missed.
*******************
Henry Hui (1960) (2018-04-04):
My prayer goes to Fr. Mallin and I missed him too.
*******************
Ho Kar-Wing (1961) (2018-04-04):
When I was in F3D Fr Mallin invited me to have a personal interview with him in the
front lawn of the school, he gave me lots of encouragement for studying hard in order to
have a better future. I still remembered his words dearly.
I miss him very much.
*******************

Kevin Tong (1962) (2018-04-04):
The Funeral Mass of Fr Joseph Mallin S.J. will be held:
April 14, 2018 (Sat) 10 am at WYK St Ignatius Chapel by Most Rev Bishop Michael
Yeung.
Burial will follow after the mass at St. Michael's Cemetery, Happy Valley.
*******************
James Tong (1965) (2018-4-14, emailed to classmates and forwarded to Yu Fong-ying)
He must be the last two Jesuits in WYK when we were there. The other is Fr. Naylor who
was substitute teacher of Biology when I was in F. 3.
Fr. Mallin took over from Fr. O'Neill as chapel choir master around 1963 or 1964. He
was also our English literature teacher in 1962 or 1961. I remember he said the name of
the knight "front de boeuf" in French and only Benny Wu could pronounce it. He also
taught us "Oliver Twist". I remember he made a wry remark how a crook and gangster
like Bill Sykes could charm naive young women like Nancy to give her all, ignoring all
his glaring faults. But having seen Trump and his supporters, truth is more strange than
fiction.
I have copied his method to call on individual students to quiz them on passages in the
previous class for around 5 minutes, a useful way of refreshing memory and get them
reoriented to the class after exhilarating PT or boring chemistry.
As chapel choir master, we went on Christmas caroling and he played Irish gigs while the
Columban nuns at the Ruttunjee hospitals winged their skirts and danced. An
unforgettable sight. He also treated us to a Christmas dinner at Cherikoff in Tsimshatsui
after a movie. I think it was "Westward to Alaska". Now I also treated my A and A- as
well as international students -- Singaporean, Indonesia's, Thai, Swedish, Italians,
Germans, Chinese and Hong Kong (including 李念弘's Nephew, believe it or not), and
my only gypsy student (incredibly smart, both parents were Yale professors). I also
treated my students to "Sound of Music" at the Hollywood Bowl, and LA Tennis
Tournaments featuring Agassi, Sempra and Michael Chang. Is has made me financially
poorer but existentially richer. Thanks to the example of Fr. Mallin and the Jesuits.
Many years ago, on Fr, Farren's birthday, I led the LA Wah Yan alum in our periodic
dinner to call him at HKWY and sang "when Irish Eyes were Smiling". He seemed to be
quite touched and handed the phone to Fr. Couglan, who was nearby.
And now those smiling eyes were closed forever. But they have opened my eyes to see
the world differently. I hope the angels are smiling.

END

(Document compiled respectfully by Wong Hin-Shing with the assistance of
Yu Fong-ying on April 6, 2018, revised on June 3, 2018)

