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Plaque in Wah Yan College, Kowloon — List of Principals

Like Fr Dargan, Fr Reid was never form-master of any class during his
principalship at Wah Yan College, Kowloon

Nominated Principal, from the editorial of The Shield 5 (1967)

This scholastic year saw the introduction of a new system in the government of the
school. Up to this, the same superior was both Rector of the community and Principal
of the school. This year, a Principal was nominated over the school and its affairs, and
a Rector was appointed over the Community. This will ensure that when the Rector
completes his term of office, the Principal need not be changed. This year the V. Rev.
Fr. Derek Reid became Principal, and the V. Rev. Fr. James Tarpey became Rector.
To both we extend the warmest of welcomes, and we wish them every success.

The new Principal, Fr. Derek Reid, had only recently arrived from Wah Yan College, Hong
Kong. He was not new to me. We had come from Dublin together in 1960, and even before that
he had known me. He prudently assigned me to teach English, Biology and Religious Formation
in Form Three. Little did I then realize that | was to stay at that good level for the rest of the 39
years! But many things were to happen.

From Chapter 7 Wah Yan Children's Club by Fr Naylor, S.J.
http://www.hnaylor.net/docs/Chapter%207%20Wah%20Y an%20Children%27s5s%20Club.html
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COLLEGE STAFF
The Fiftieth Academic Year, 1973-74

Principal Rev. Fr. P. Brady, S.J.
Very Rev, Fr. Derek Reid, S_.J. Rev. Fr. S. Doris, S.J.
Ak R AL Rev. Fr. PJ. Finneran, S.J.
Rector Rewv. Fr. J. Foley, S.J.
Very Rev, Fr. J. Coghlan, S.J. Rev. Br. C. Kwan. S.J.
EedE 3R REFHIL Rev. Br. T. Leung, S.J.
Minister Rev. Fr. J. Maran, S..
Rev. Fr. J. Caghlan, S.). Rev. Fr. H. Naylor, S.J.
i e S P 5 Rev. Fr. D. Taylor, S.J,
Assistant Principal :
Mr. Ho Chun Yuen, Anthony ?A?r‘.l'ciri.uell-l;e%aff.’.

P B 3 BT g R
Student Counsellor
Rev, Fr. J. Coghlan, S.J.

Mr. Choy Shing Pang
Mr. Hsueh Wei Shiang, Wilson

AU EAS Mr. Kan Yuet Kwan _
Sportsmaster Mr. Kong Ch! Kwan, Francis
fdr. Chy Chi Shing Mr. Kong Shiu Tak
T e iR s Mr. Lai Chan Pong
Physical Instructor Mr. Lai Ping Chang, loseoh
Mr. Yan Sung Kei Mr. Lau Kai Yip
GG AL et Mr. Lee Chiu Chung, Peter
Office Staff Mr. Lee Hoi Chow, Hilary
Mr. Lee Chiu Mo, Ronald Mr. Lee Man Sing, Louls
R R 9% e Mr. Lee Tak Kwan
Mr. Chan Shun Yan Miss Lee Tun Yung, Annie
Pl b4 Mr. Leung Chung Kwan
Miss Christina Lee Mr. Leung Hau Bun
R Mr. Leung Kin Ping

Mr. Leung Pui Chee

Mr. Leung Pui Kam

Mr. Ling Man Kwong

Mr. Man Wai Keung

Mr. Ng Pik Tat, Peter

Mr. So Chung Ping, Norman
Nr. So Wai Hong, Francis
Mr. Tang Shiu Kong

Mr. Tong Yi Hung

Mr. Wong Chin Wah

Miss Wong Kit Kwan, C,
Mr. Wu Tien Chor

Mr. Yu Poon Leung

1973-1974 Staff list
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The Principal as Educational Administrator
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What Our
Principal Said

Fr. Reid spoke of some new develop-
ments in education in Hong Kong. He
pointed out the danger of specialization at
an early age. “I would hope. too, that a
pragmatic assessment of the future needs
of Hong Kong’s industry will not be the
decisive factor in determining the type of
education our young people are to receive.
No matter what the economic argument,
narrow specialization at the early age of
12 or 13 is surely most unhealthy, and a
totally inadequate preparation for life that
makes a mockery of the complete and
harmonious development of all the powers
of personality which is the true purpose of
education.”

Fr. Reid then went on to speak of
the obligation of stude~ts to seive the com-
munity. He said, “This obligation to serve
the community in which you live will not.

I hope, sound novel to you at this stage
of your education since we have given it a
good deal of emphasis in recent years.
It is a point we have returned to time
and time again in our weekly assemblies.
and many opportunities have been provided
for you to put the idea into practice.
Blood Donation to the Red Cross, Flag-
selling for deserving causes, the organising
of our stall for the Caritas Bazaar recently,
and the many other minor relief projects
carried out by the Social Service Unit of
your Students’ Association. are just some
of the ways in which you are already
trying to repay your debt to the community.
But more important than the actual services
you have rendered to the community in
these ways is the enduring. social attitude
of mind which 1 hope they have helped
you to develop.”



“A great obstacle, of course. to this
community consciousness is the highly
competitive nature of the society in which
we live. Mr. Arthur Hinton emphasised the
point in his address last year as follows:
“You compete to get into a primary school
of good reputation, you compete to get into
a good secondary school, you compete very
often to get into Form VI and into a
University; you compete with one another
for scholarships and you compete for jobs;
you fight to get on to buses and you fight
to get off again.” Now everybody admits
that competition is necessary for progress,
and that it greatly conduces to enterprise,
originality and efficiency. But unless it is
controlled, as it most certainly is not
controlled in the madly laissez faire life of
Hong Kong, it encourages selfishness and
a lack of consideration for others that are
completely destructive of the basis of
community.”

He spoke also of the barm that is
done to students by over-cmphasis on
examinations. “Inside the school, however
the situation is different, and it seems
difficult to justify the stress being laid on
internal examinations in many schools
to-day. A good deal of this testing, I feel,
if not positively harmful by adding further
unnecessary strain to young lives already
heavily burdened with care, is at best of
very doubtful value. Examinations do serve
as a stimulus and incentive to greater
effort. but frequently repeated they not
only cease to be effective, and take up a
Jot of precious teaching time; they also
have a very inhibiting effect on a pupil’s
study habits, and encourage him to adopt
a narrow attitude in his whole approach to
to learning.”

“Here in Wah Yan where we have
only two examinations cach year, we have
not been guilty of excess in this matter in
the past. but it was with some of the
misgivings 1 have just mentioned in mind
that we decided this year to make a change
in the structure of our system by abolishing
the formal mid-year examination in the
Junior Section of our school, and substitut-
ing in its place a method of assessing

The Shield 19 (1971)

progress based on each student’s average
performance in a couple of informal class-
room tests, conducted by subject teachers
during the first term of the year.

Another matter concerning examina-
tions that deserves some consideration is
the pass standard of the University of
Hong Kong matriculation examination. The
university authorities are rightly concerned
that the standards of admission to the
University of Hong Kong should be as high
as for any reputable university. However,
pressure for the limited number of places
available in the university of Hong Kong
has raised these standards above normal
levels, especially in the science subjects.
It is our experience that students who
take both the Hong Kong University
matriculation and the London G.C.E. score
significantly higher grades in the latter
examination. The results generally differ
by about two grades, so that a student,
for example, who obtains a D grade in
mathematics in the Hong Kong University
examination will obtain a B in the G.C.E.
One unfortunate result of these severer
standards of marking is that those students
who wish to study in overseas universities,
and over 509% of our successful matriculants
every year have no other choice, find
themselves at a disadvantage if they have
only taken the University of Hong Kong
examination. A student with credits in the
G.CE. can be admitted to second year
university. or at least obtain partial exemp-
tion from the freshman requirements, while
a student of the same standard, but lower
grades, in the Hong Kong University ex-
amination will receive no such recognition.
Qur university authorities are, I know, well
aware of this situation, and T hope it will
not be long before they bring their pass
matriculation standards into line with those
of other established universities. By doing
so they will make it possible for Hong
Kong students to gain admission at the
appropriate levels to overseas universities,
without having to take the London G.C.E.
examination to obtain a certificate that
more truly reflects their scholastic aptitude.”

Finally, Fr. Reid wished the students
God’s blessing in their future lives.



M r. & Mrs. Lowe, distinguished guests, teachers
and students of Wah Yan:

It is a great pleasure for me, too, to welcome
you all to our Graduation Ceremony. This is
always a very happy occasion for our school and
I need hardly tell you how much it adds to our
enjoyment to have so many of you share it with
us, this evening.

Our Deputy-Principal, Mr. Ho, has already re-
ferred to the long and distinguished service in the
field of education of our guest of honour, Mr.
Lowe, and I am sure you will all agree with me
that Hong Kong is very fortunate, indeed, to have
had such an able, understanding and deeply human
person involved in its educational development all
these years. I personally am very grateful to have
had an opportunity of working with Mr. Lowe
during some of this time. In particular, I recall
his chairing of the Working Party set up to advise
on practical procedures for the transfer of students
from Primary 6 to Form I, after the abolition of
the Secondary School Entrance Examination.
This, let me point out, was not the kind of assign-
ment that any man in his senses would ambition,
since it was perfectly obvious that no matter what
recommendations the Working Party came up with,
its chairman and members would displease many
people with their findings. But Mr. Lowe firmly
grasped the nettle and one of his last official acts
as Deputy Director of Education was to submit the
Working Farty's Report, after guiding its delibera-
tions over a lengthy period that can hardly have
been the happiest year of his life! Soon after this
he went on pre-retirement leave, and in keeping
with his generous and dedicated spirit, he addressed

the Speech Day Ceremony of St. Paul’s Convent
School on the very eve of his departure from Hong
Kong, just 12 months ago.

Fortunately for us all he has returned again to
Hong Kong to make a fresh contribution to the
educational life of our community at the School
of Education of the University of Hong Kong, and
it is a great honour and joy to have him and Mrs.
Lowe as our Guests-of-Honour here to-night.

In the Speech Day booklet prepared for this
occasion you will find a brief report on some of
the highlights of the past year at Wah Yan, with
special reference, of course, to the students whose
graduation we are celebrating. The picture that
emerges from those few pages of intellectual,
moral, social, cultural and physical vitality speaks
much for the skill and dedication of our teachers,
and I am very happy to pay tribute to them here
to-night.

But anyone who has been at Wah Yan during the
past 12 months will also be aware of the consider-
able contribution of the students themselves to the
full and exciting life of our little community.
Officiaily school ends here at 4 o'clock each day
but when the bell rings at that time I often feel
that it signals more a beginning than an end—as a
full programme of extra-curricular activities im-
mediately swings into action, with over 30 different
clubs and societies having something of interest and
value to offer. And the opportunity that this gives
individual students to join interest groups of their
own choosing is an important factor in their educ-
ation which makes up in some way for the in-
evitable limitations of a classroom situation in
which all students usually study the same subjects,



irrespective of individual preferences and inclin-
ations.

At Wah Yan much of the responsibility for these
extra-curricular activities is carried by our Students’
Association. Now in its 10th year, it is a highly
organised body and a powerful influence for good
in the life of the school. During the past year it
conducted several worthwhile programmes, of be-
nefit not only to our own students but also, I be-
lieve, to the wider community of which we are
a part. A fear often in parents’ minds, of course,
is that interests of this kind can only be pursued
at the cost of academic success, still so highly rated
in our competitive society. But even if such a
price had to be paid it would still probably be of
much greater educational benefit to the student in
the long run. That, in fact, it hasn't involved any
discount for us is bome out by the consistently
satisfactory performance of our students in public
examinations. This year, for example, 88% of our
Form 7 graduates matriculated in the University of
Hong Kong Advanced Level Examination and our
160 Form 5 students set a new record for our
school with a total of 182 Distinctions and 650
Credits in the Hong Kong Certificate of Education
Examination.

For many years, now, in Hong Kong education
has been expanding at an impressive rate. During
the past 12 months, however, the pace of this deve-
lopment was greatly accelerated with the dramatic
announcement that after 1978 there will be 3 years
of subsidised Junior Secondary Education for every
student who seeks it. This was very welcome news
for many reasons, especially because it makes pos-
sible the early abolition of the Secondary School
Entrance Examination, which will now be heid for
the last time in May, 1977. After that date, how

relaxed and carefree period of the average student’s
life.

I imagine that even Solomon in all his wisdom
would hesitate to give advice in this complex situa-
tion, but it seems to me that under the new system,
after the abolition of the Secondary School En-
trance Examination, provision could and should
be made to continue with the present allocation of
S-year and 3-yaer places, since this would straight
away remove any need for a further qualifying test
at the end of Form 3. It will, of course, straight
away be argued against this that the end of Pri-
mary 6 is too early a point in time for making a
fundamental division of this kind. On the other
hand, however, I believe it could be shown con-
vincingly that in the past not very many misplacings
were made in this matter—even with an instrument
of selection as limited in scope as the Secondary
School Entrance Examination. But even if a small
minority of late-developers should suffer a dis-
advantage in this way, surely it would be possible,

well the new system for transferring students from
Primary 6 to Form 1 will work, remains, of course,
to be seen, but I personally have no serious mis-
givings about the plan which envisages some form
of Internal Assessment, an Aptitude Test and the
grouping of Primary and Secondary Schools into
15 different units or nets.

There is, however, one important departure from
the present system of 5-year or 3-year places, de-
pending on how well a student does in the Secon-
dary School Entrance Examination, which I fear
may cause serious problems in the future. Start-
ing in September, 1978 all graduating Primary 6
students, irrespective of their academic standing,
will be guaranteed only 3 years of subsidised
Junior Secondary Education. In 1981, promotion
to Form 4 in the aided sector will be given to ap-
proximately twice as many students as at present,
but this will still be only 40% of the vastly in-
creased Form 3 population at that time. Clearly
this will involve bitter disappointment for some of
the other 60%, even though many of that group
will be able to enter technical institutes for voca-
tional training or to take up some form of employ-
ment, But of much deeper concern to me is the
kind of procedure that will be used for selecting
future Form 4 students. In the White Paper of
1974 a Junior Certificate of Education Examina-
tion was proposed for this purpose, but this recom-
mendation has justifiably, in my opinion, come in
for so much hostile criticism in the meantime, that
it can hardly now be regarded as an acceptable
possibility. Other alternatives will have to be
worked out since such an examination wouid cast
a deadly shadow over Forms 1, 2 & 3 and intro-
duce an unheaithy element of uncertainty and in-
security into what at present is probably the most

and infinitely more sensible to make alternative
arrangements for the promotion of this few to
Form 4 rather than to burden the entire Form 3
Student population with another qualifying ex-
amination.

A special Working Party will soon convene to
look into this difficult question, and I am happy
Jor Mr. Lowe’s sake that he won’t have to chair its
meetings!

And now, before I end, I woulid like to congra-
tulate all our graduates and to repeat how happy
we are to be able to celebrate this great occasion
in the company of so many of their families and
Jriends.

I wish you all God’s guidance and blessing in
your future careers and I hope that in the years to
come the education you have received here at
Wah Yan will inspire you to live upright and res-
ponsible lives and always to have a deep concern
and sympathy for those who are in need.

Speech on Speech Day, from The Shield 25 (1977)



A 1967 Graduate.

Prize Distribution Day, from The Shield 16 (1968)
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Fr. Reid
with

His Lordship

Bishop F. Hsu
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New Extension Ceremony, from The Shield 16 (1968)
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With the Student Executive Council, from The Shield 24 (1976)
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Sitting at the table are (from left to right) Mrs. Ho, Mr. Ho, Fr. Reid, Fr. Deignan and
Mr. K. C. Tsui.

With the Director of Education at the Golden Jubilee dinner, from The Shield 23 (1975)

With School Prefects, from The Shield 26 (1978)



Teachers’ picnic, from The Shield (1967)

A chat in the common room.

Enjoying a conversation, from The Shield (1969)



C.  The Principal as Extra-Curricular & Social Champion

At the Society Week, from The Shield 24 (1976)
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Encouraging students to take an active role in community service, from The Shield

24 (1976)



SOCIAL SERVICE COMMITTEE
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Encouraging social service -- with the Social Service Group, from The Shield 25 (1977)



I am feeling well

Blood donation, setting an example, from The Shield 25 (1977)
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Honoring the Chinese History Quiz Championship, from The Shield 16 (1968)

The Junior Choir, from The Shield 25 (1977)



Today it's notl at late-comers!
At the Caritas Bazaar, from The Shield 15 (1967)

Delicious!

Attending a graduate dinner, from The Shield 22 (1974)
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Cheering the Inter-Class Basketball Championship, from The Shield 17 (1969)
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Playing bridge with members of the Bridge Club, from The Shield 25 (1977)

LIFE SAVING SOCIETY

The Society’s motto: Whomsoever you see in distress, recognise in him a fellow man
Patron . Fr. Derek Reid

With the Life Saving Society, from The Shield 23 (1975)



S e K

e ,.é"'
=N et
. f
™

-

, -

S N

'v__.‘f ", el L b v
s BRI P N

Inter-School Championship — Unsurprisingly, tennis, from The Shield 24 (1976)



D.  The Principal as Priest

.

Service with Fr Arrupe, S.J., Superior General, Jesuit Society - right side of Fr
Arrupe, from The Shield 19 (1971)



RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE SCHOOL

Celebrating Mass, from The Shield 25 (1977)



E. Other Photos

L (s

Provincial congregation under Fr. .)m uscll. |70.
A holiness of priests, from “Jesuits in Hong Kong, South China & Beyond” by Fr
Morrissey, S.J. p 807 — during the 1970s — middle row — 4th left

Football match with Wah Yan Hong Kong boys, from Fr Morrisey, S.J.’s “Jesuits in Hong

Kong, South China & Beyond”, p 801 - 1960s,— standing — 6™ right
(Fr Naylor wrote in The Shield 41 (1993) — “Fr Reid was a good footballer,”)




Fr. Reid
4+ Fr. Reid

Two brothers, both priests, from The Shield 18 (1970)

(Fr Naylor wrote in The Shield 41 (1993) — “His brother preached at his funeral mass in St
Paul’s Causeway”)



F. Obituaries

From Sunday Examiner, December 18, 1992
http://archives.catholic.org.hk/In%20Memoriam/Clergy-Brother/D-Reid.htm

Father Derek Reid S.J.
(1927-1992)
R.I1.P.

As reported in our last issue and also in the daily press, Father Derek Reid SJ died in mysterious
circumstances at Wah Yan College, Hong Kong, on 29 November 1992.

Cardinal Wu was the chief concelebrant at a Requiem Mass attended by a packed church in
Causeway Bay on 5 December and burial followed immediately afterwards at Happy Valley.

Father Derek Reid was born in Dublin, Ireland, on 1 March 1927. He entered the Jesuit novitiate
in Emo, Ireland, on 7 September 1944, and went through what was then the normal course of
formation for Irish Jesuits.

After two years of novitiate, he studied for a B.A. degree at University College, Dublin, a
constituent college of the National University of Ireland. This was followed by three years’ study
of philosophy in St. Stanislaus College, situated in the Irish midlands.

Father Reid came to Hong Kong in 1952. His first two years were spent in the study of
Cantonese. For the first year he stayed at the MEP House, 1 Battery Path. This building was later
used for law courts and now houses part of the Government Information Services. In the second
year, he transferred to the newly-acquired Xavier House in Cheung Chau.

From 1954-55, Father Reid, still a scholastic, spent one year teaching at Wah Yan College, Hong
Kong, then situated in Robinson Road.

He returned to Ireland in 1955 for four years of theology at Milltown Park, in Dublin, At the end
of the third year he was ordained priest on 31 July 1958. Theological studies were followed by a
final year of spiritual formation in Rathfarnham Castle, also in Dublin.

In 1960 Father Reid returned to Hong Kong where he was to spend the rest of his life and went
back to teaching in Wah Yan Hong Kong. The college had in the meantime moved to its present
site in Wanchai. During those first years he is listed as teaching religion, history and English
Language. He was also the spiritual director of the boys and in charge of the night school (since
discontinued).

In 1966, he became principal and supervisor of Wah Yan College in Waterloo Road, Kowloon.
He held this post for 12 years and was largely instrumental in maintaining the high standards for
the which the school is known.


http://archives.catholic.org.hk/In%20Memoriam/Clergy-Brother/D-Reid.htm

In 1978 he returned to Wah Yan Hong Kong as a teacher in the ranks but in 1983 he was
appointed principal and supervisor of the college.

In 1985, he stepped down as principal but continued part-time teaching. In 1989 he became
superior of the Wah Yan Hong Kong Jesuit community, a post he held until this year, when
Father John Russell assumed the post.

During the Requiem Mass on 5 December, Father James Hurley SJ, assistant pastor at St
Vincent’s Parish, Wongtaisin, and a contemporary of Father Reid, gave the homily in Chinese.

Father Hurley pointed out that Father Reid was a man of all-round and exceptional ability. This
was recognised soon after he joined the Jesuits and, even before his ordination as a priest, he had
been given many responsibilities. After his return to Hong Kong his great qualities were even
more clearly seen.

Whatever work was entrusted to him, he took seriously, worked hard at it, did it competently,
undeterred by difficulties, and never gave up until it was completed.

He had a deep sense of responsibility and people naturally had great confidence in him, He was
always very ready to help people and Father Hurley gave examples of the help that had been
given to himself and others.

Father Reid made an outstanding contribution to the education of young people in Hong Kong
and one that was greatly appreciated. He not only encouraged students to study hard, he urged
them to take part in a wide range of extracurricular activities, to broaden their outlook, and show
their concern for people and for society.

He had great confidence in young people, and while some urged him to act with greater caution,
he proceeded to give great freedom to the students of Wah Yan Kowloon in organizing and
building up a Students’ Association, something which they did very successfully.

In a pastoral letter in 1989 Cardinal John Baptist Wu urged Catholic school authorities to raise
the level of education in democracy in schools. Father Reid had already anticipated the
Cardinal’s recommendations more than a decade previously.

Father Reid had many interests. For example, he was a very good football player and, in his later
years, he regularly played tennis. Indeed, he had played a game on the day of his death.

Besides his educational work Father Reid did a good deal of pastoral work both in school and in
the many churches where he regularly said Mass, preached and administered the sacraments. He
was not only a great headmaster, he was also a great priest, said Father Hurley.

Father Reid was highly respected by those who had dealings with him, He had very many friends.
All of them, Jesuits, co-workers, students, Catholics and non-Catholics, will miss him greatly.
“We shall never forget him,” said Father Hurley in conclusion.

EIA.M.I.NER 18 December 1992



Enduring memories -- extracted from The Shield 41 (1993), pp 107-116

A Last Tribute To Fr. Derek Reid

r. Derek Reid S. ]. died in mysterious circumstances at Wakh Yan
College, Hong Kong on 29th November. He had a very close link with
Walt Yan College, Kowloon because ke was the Principal here for 12
years. He was a strict headmaster, particularly discipline wise. Under him, there
was @ unique almaosphere in Wah Yan. One would feel it the monrent ane stepped

inta Wah Yan on any day there were classes.

It was a delicate period when he became the Principal of WYK because it
was just after the Cultural Revolution, when people were afraid of an open
expression of opinion. Nevertheless, Fr. Reid gave great support and encour-
agement to the students’ Association in spite of opposition from all sides. Because
of him, WYK became leading in real studenls’ leadership in Hong Kong. Moreo-
ver, he planned the construction of the East Wing. He launched the project himself
and it was all hiis work, Fr. Reid really built up a lot of the foundation work of our
school. His dedication to Wak Yan won him the respect and admiration of the
people here. This section pay a last tribute to the memory of ocur reversed

principal.
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31 Memory of Fr. Neid

By MR. NORMAN SO
s E——

o all his friends and students the news of the sudden passing away

of Rev, Derek Reid, S, [, on 29th November, 1992 came as a great

shock. It was three days ago that he spent an evening with us in Wah

Yan College, Kewloon on the occasion of our Annual Prize Giving
Ceremony. His warm words, smiles and shaking of hands were vividly
remembered. It was difficult to imagine that ke would be taken away from us
by tre Almighty so soen afterwards,

The name Fr. Derek Reid may be a strange one to many of the present
students of Wah Yan College, Kowloon. He was the Principal of our school from
1966 fo 1978, and of our sister schoo! froms 1983 fo 1985, He had been closely
connected wilh the two schools since 1954 and was a leacher most of Linte when
he was not the Principal. He taught English at Wah Yan College, Hong Kong
after his final term of principalship there.

Born in Dublin, Ireland on 1st March, 1927, and endowed with excep-
tional abilities, Fr. Reid was destined te beconie one of the great fownders of
ntoderns Wah Yan. He entered the Jesuit novitinte in Ireland in 1944, and was
ordained priest in 1958, after almost fourteen years of the then normal course of
formation for Irish Jesuits.

Wheat he was still a scholastic, Fr. Reid came to Hong Kong in 1952, the
year in which Wah Yan College, Kowloon moved taits present site. He spent his
first hwo years in the erritory studying Cantonese and Jis third year teaching
in Wah Yan College, Hong Kong. In 1855, he returned to Ireland to make final
preparations for his ordination.

On coming back to Hong Kong in 1960, he joined the teaching staff of
Wah Yan College, Hong Kong. In 1966, he was appointed Principal of Wah Yan
College, Kowloon, n post which ke was to hold for the next twelve years. During
those years he shone as n brilliant leader, administralor and educalor.

Fr. Reid trusted his teachers and studen!s and gave them much freedom




ist almost every conceivable area. His great confi-
dence in kis followers accounted for an early estab-
lishment of a well arganised Students’ Associa-
tion, the fruits of which twe have enjoyed till this
day. The abundance of club activitics was also @
direct owtcome of his respect for freedom, diversity
and democracy.

As an educator, Fr. Reid never belicved in
the effectiveness of punishment. He would rather
teach by his personal examples. L am guite certain
that the students who made mistakes or blumders
at frig time are forever grateful to him for kindness
and wnconditional forgiveness, He sever used
strong language or made bodily gestires when he
spoke in public; bt there was something in his
personal charisma that moved his andience and
ran deep into the hearts of his listeners. His speeches
and writings were brief and pithy, and the words
were always well chosen. He was not @ particu-
larly approachable person and he did ot make
promises easily. If he did make a promise, he
would try hiis best to get it fulfilicd, often to the
pointofperfection, He ad everything well planned.
His closer friends wonld notice that his was a tightly organised life and fre lived
coery minute of it — he put engagements down in his diary alnost a year in
advance.

Always faithful to fris Jesuit training and education, Fr. Reid strongly believed
in the total development of every one of his students. He encouraged theat fo
explore their interests and unleash their hidden polential by participating in
extracurricular activities, in the hope that they wowld succeed in their guests
for lnuman excellence. He did sot prepare individual students to becone stars
in particular fields, Instead ke wanted every student to be a star in his own
right. Besides being concerned with the academic standard of the school, ke
paid a great deal of attention ta other areas such as sports, music, religion and
culture. He was himself a good football player and ke enjoyed fennis games
in his later years. Many of our past athletes would remember kim taking the
roll call at the practice sessions. As a priest, he did a lot of pastoral work and
inspired the religious groups in the school to arganise activities for the faithful.
There was hardiy an area which he averlooked. He spent so much time and
energy on the school that Jie hiad very little else left for social functions.

Sternt in appearance but kimd at heart, Fr. Reid was a man who
respected, and was deeply respected by, his teachers and students. His concern
for hman relations was witnessed by what he did. By the time he retired from
principatship in Wah Yan College, Kowloon in 1978 e hud made many lasting
friendships with the teachers and sludents there. Despite hiis struggle with
gerintric diseases, he could still remember events, names and faces of past
students and teachers until the day ke died. In the summer of 1992, at the
reunion dinner of the graduates of 1972, Fr. Reid humorously entreated his
past students and friends to remember one another and the school in his age
of advanced technolagy even when some of them would be in a place where
clectronic mail, telephone calls and facsimile messages cowld not reach. Fr.
Reid has gone to such a place and ke will surely be remembered.

Muy ke rest in peace.
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31 Memory of Fr. Reid

By REV. HAROLD NAYLOR, S. J.
A Respected Teacher,

FEducational Administrator
& Kind Jesuit Priest ...

Died Sunday 29 Nov., 92. WYCHK

he mysltery of the death of Fr. Reid is something [ do not Iike to think

abowt- I prefer to think of what a good man he was. When our school

was formally opened in December 1952, he was present. He had

fust come to Hongkong and had started his study of Cantonese. He
studied seriously, and always worked methodically and carefully,

He canie to our schoal as Principal in the summer of 1966, replacing Fr.
Farren. For the next twelve years he threw himself completely into the direction
of the school life. S.A. was his first enduring success, It had just started, and spos
it became the most cutstanding Students’ Association in Hongkong. He had
greal confidence in students, and ha gave S.A. freedoms unheard of in other
schools, And this was in the tense times after the riots of 1967, and the heady
times of making Chinese an official language in Hongkong, with all the
undertones of Chinese nationalism, which was then looked wpon as “cosmmu-
nist”! The present space given to the S.A. unseen anywhere else in Hongkong
was due to the opening of the new East Wing, where the school library moved,
as it fad been where S.A. is now.

Fr. Reid was w good footballer, and he played wntil a bad knee around
1974 stopped him playing, But he kept @ keen interest in football and in all school
sparts. He loved playing lennis, and he had actually played leanis with Fr.
O’Rourke and two WYCHK teachers on tie last afternoon of his life on earth!

His funeral was vast, and more than half all the people there were his
past students, who keld him in great esteem, They knew hint as @ patient man
of great kindness and wnderstanding. He was always encouraging, helping
students in their entry to tertiary education and afterwards following their
developmen! with great aitention. What is even more remarkable is the high
esteem that the teachers in Wah Yan held i, He was shy by lemperament, and
woneld approach each teacher with great tact and discretion. He always had
some posilive suggestion, which teachers recetved as encouragement. His
silence meant that ke was thinking ahead many years, and making plans for the
good of the teachers and others. He could be an embodiment of the Confucian
ideal of the Genteman.

He was born in Dublin, sixty six years ago. He kad an elder brother,
Desmond, who became a Jesuit, and who has been working in Singapore for the
last twenty years, His brother preached at his funcral nrass in St Paul's
Causcway, and had been with kim for a holiday the week before! He had three
sisters and another brother in Dublin, and they attended a Reguiem Mass for
him in S, Ignatis Chapel, Gardiner Street, which twenty of kis fellotw Jesuits
concelebrated with his family and friends, Fr, Joseph Foley preached. He had
been Principal in Wak Yan College, Hongkong for many years, and his close
Sriend for over forty years, His decease was deeply felt, nof only by some of his
comniunity in WYCHK, wha cried at his funeral, but also by his myriad of
friends and admirers in Hongkong.



He had been Principal in
WYK (1966-78)and then in WYCHK
(1883-85), when his health was so
bad that he had to resign. However
it was as a teacher that he felt best.
His subjects were English, History
and Catholic Faith. Many princi-
pals sought his advice, whick was
always conservative and ordinary,
but from someene who had great
kindness and Jiuman regularly un-
derstanding. He was regularly say-
ing Sunday Mass in the parishes,
and daily Lass in Wak Yan. Cathoe-
lics held Rimt in great respecl.

His fellow Jesuits found out

With Mr. Francis Lai ar Speech Day on 261k Novemsber.  about his death through students

who came looking for kim. He was
to say the 7.45 a.m. School Mass, and when his room was opened, they realised
Jre had not slept in kis room the previous night!

Early in the morning of Monday 30th of Noventber, someone from the
school canteen had come to Fr. Coghlan’s room in a panic. There was a dead
body in a rubbish container-a 1.3m oil barrel. With Fr. Johwn Russell (Rector) and
Er. J. Mallin, they rushed to the canteen. The Police were already there. No once
could touch anything. The liead of an old nan was dowbled up in the orefuse
barrel. There were shoes nently besides the barrel, and glasses on the table. The
three did not recagnise the body. It was only when Fr. Reid was not to be found
to say the 7:45 School Mass that it dawned on all who the body of the foreigner
was! The Police report before the funeral was that there was so marks of injury
on the body. Eight weeks later they announced that the cause of death was
suffocation. There was a School Mass on Dec. 3rd at 9 a.or. on the playgrownd
where he had played tennis, and besides whick kis body was found. All were
present. At the HK Funeral Home, on the night of Dec. 4th, there were scores of
past students and friends. | would rot have recognised Fr. Reid in the body that
was put inte the coffin-his head was large and reddish, and hair slightly
coloured. [ always knew him with white hairand a thin face. I do not like to think
of that. I prefer the photograph above taken three days before he died, when e
was at our Speeck Day on 26 November. This smiling helpful gentleman was
noble, @ RESPECTED TEACHER and Good Educational Administrator who
serverd as a faithful Jeswit Priest in Hongkong for more than thirty two years,
May ke bless Wah Yan with kis gentleness and kindness,
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31t Memory of Fr. Neid

A 7 INTERVIEW WITH MR. FRANCIS KONG
AT A ‘He was a perfect administrator."

Q : When did you first know Fr. Reid?

A Well, back in 1963 when he and 1 were teaching 5D English at the two Wah
Yans respectively.

Q : Woyld you mind telling us something about his personality?

A : He was a guiet man, who never spoke much in front of people ke did not
know well, He was a shrewd observer who made very few nristakes in
doing administrative work. He gave many people the impression that he
was only interested in the students who worked for the Students” Union,
In fact, 1 myself was under that impression. I thought al one lime that he
knew very few students in the school and | discovered how wrong [ had
beca only after Fr, Reid had left WYK because every time we met he wowld
start talking about the studen!s ke had known fere. He didn’t like the idea
of the teachers being too friendly with the boys. He wasn’t somebody
who would tell you what wrong youe had done though at the time he was
headmaster, we teachers wonld know what exactly he wanted because he

would now and then

drop us a hint.

Q  : Many past students think
that Fr. Reid was very
strict. What is your
opinion?

A Yes, ke was a very strict
headmaster and teacher.
There was, however, no
need for him to punish
any student
because nrost
students were smart and
they always knew what
he wanted. | suppose the
students feared Fr, Reid
chiefly because he didn't
speak to many of them.
One would rarely find
Fr. Reid speaking toa student
diring break, for instance. At Assembly he would talk about what he expected
of the students. From the school prayer wrote alone, one conld sce what exacHy
he expected of the students. Under Rim, the boys learned a very important thing
in life—how o face the reality, That's why perhaps there was a unigue
atmosphere here under which most students strove hard to get somewhere in

life,

Q : Was there any unforgettable thing which happened in Wak Yan or
between you two when Fr. Reid was headmaster?

A Yes. During the riots in 1967 there were certain students in 4A who were



throwing incendiary bills around, even in class. It was a very delicate
period because some of the Chinese newspapers were terribly anti-
government. I suppose any headmaster wowld Jiave had to handle a
situation like that extremely carcfully. What exactly Fr. Reid did about it
1 don"t know. Anyway, e must kave spoken to those students in 4A for
they soon stopped doing ib. It was Fr. Reid who started asking the
feachers what classes they wonld like to kave. He would sec all the
teachers once a year privately, usually around March, and ask them what
classes they would like to teach, though it didn't mean ke wowrld have to
give the teachers what they wanted. On one occasion, I asked Fr. Reid
frow ke found out that B and C classes didnt suit my

temperament as I was always given A and D classes and he said, " have
my own way of doing these things and sometimes ex-students of ours
come and talk to me and so indirectly I find out things about you and
other teachers. Actually, I don‘t have to ask them what they think of a
certain teacher. I can find this out from the response shown by the boys
or the noise I kear.”

Q : How would you describe Fr. Reid in conclusion?

: He was n perfect administrator.

It was at the interview applying a teaching post in Wah Yan when I knew Er,
Reid. I felt that ke wws very personal and friendly. I told him that I am nol a
Catholic but he said this was not important. Thus, | Hhink he was really an open-
minded person, He said ke respected thase of other faiths. Later, I found his
words indeed conformed with his actions. He gave me the impression of being
my senior rather than a boss.

Miss Y. O. Leung

[ knew Fr. Reid when I began to leach in Wah Yan in1969, He was a fair
person and impartial to cveryone, He was good headmaster and he deserved
our respect. What impressed me was that he had received an award from the
Governor of Hong Keng!

Mr.S. T. Kong

1 knew him when | came here in 1971, He received me as teacher and
therefore [ can say that ke was the first staff that [ ever knew here. He gave much
freedom to the students and he was quite harmonious with the teachers, He kept
his promises. He did nat Tike to show off hiis ability to other people. Fram his
achievements you can sce that ke has bequeathed us a precious legacy [
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remember one thing he said to the
students at the assembly: “You
showld not curse the darksess but
light a candle.

Mr.C.P. Lai

I'still have strong impression
of Fr. Reid because I became a staff
of Wak Yan Kowloon i 1968, If was
the same year that Fr. Reid came
here and became the headmaster.
Fr. Reid had @ ‘majestic’ appear-
ance, especially at assembly. Al thal
time, when Fr. Reid entered the hall, all the students swould stop talking
intmedintely. His first job after Je became the Principal was to plan the
construction of the New East Wing, The Geography room, the Music roont and
the Art room were built in 1967-68, after the construction of the East Wing.
Moreover, with Jiis encouragement, there were more than thirty clubs in our
school at that time. Also, in the early sixties, most of our students thought that
science subjects were more imporlant than art subjects bt Fr, Reid stressed the
importance of both science and art subjects, Once e said to me, ‘Geagraphy is
now net @ Cinderella subject.’

Myr. Francis So

Fr. Reid showed much concern for the students.

Miss Virginia Tong

The following parcgyric of Fr. Reid is adapted from the address of Fr.
Cogltian at our assembly (121 Jan, 1993).

Fr. Reid was a very close [ink between WYK and WYHK becanse hespent
many years in botlk schools, If you really wanted to see Fr, Reid at his best, |
Hrink yow would have to come to WYK. He was very active and involved in bolh
schools. Fr, Reid was a competent principal. He did not avoid any difficulties.
Even though he was a serious and upright man, he had a kind heart for those
who were in trouble, Fr. Reid was very influential in educational circles in Hong
Keng. He was a member of the educational committee and his opinions were
widely sought. Fr, Reid didn’t like making mristakes, He was anxious that things



might go wrang, but he didn’t cover up for himself, He took risks, He allowed
things lo happen and develop naturally.

Fr, Coghlan

Fr. Reid was a wonder-
ful person. We were of the
same age. He was the Pringi-
pal kere for twelve years and
then | followed him, so we
skared a lot of the same kind
of experience. Fr. Reid had a
wonderful memory for peo-
ple. He was very convinced
that what ke was doing was
right. He had a difficult time.
It was during the 1966 riols ke
wis the Principal here and sev-
eral times there were threats of bomb placed in 1he school and he had to send
thre students home.

Fr. Deignan

I first knew Fr. Reid in 1946. Both of us were together before we became
priests. I knew him two years after he finished his novitinte. We lived together
when we were studying in the university. We met at meals and at gamcs of
football. He was a very friendly person and kind but at the same time straight
forward and honest and he ran the school very well here. He was very
meticulous in everything ke did. He liked reading, playing tennis and bridge.
Besides teaching, he helped with Masses in the churches, Sometimes he gave a
retreat. He approved of extra-curricular activities but they had to be well-
ordered and controlled. I heard that ke used to take great interest in the athletic
team when he was here. He used to go out to the ground and help them a lot.
Ine that way, he took a keen interest in extra-curricular activities.

Fr.Farren

As I remember, Fr, Reid looked more solemn than the other headmas-
ters, It didn‘t mean that he was unkind. However, a Wah Yan student of e
lower form would undeniably find Fr.
Deignan niore approachable than Fr.
Reid.

Mr. Lee Yu Leung
Chairman of WYKPSA, 1992-93

There are several things that
| remember about Fr. Reid. He was
kind-hearted and considerate. During
recess and lunch kours, ke would walk
along the corridor and watch the stu-
dents. He encouraded students to take
partinextra-curricularactivities. More
importantly, he had given students
great freedom in running the S.A., and
it was proved a success.

Mr. Wilfred Lam
Head Prefect, 1977-78
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