(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam, 1962)

In Memoriam - Mr Chow Cheng-Lam
F B RRE R
(?-August 1964)
Taught at Wah Yan College, Kowloon, 192?-1961
Headmaster, Wah Yan College, Kowloon, 1925-1927*

1929-3]
Mr. Chow Ching Lam

As Headmaster

From “Jesuits in Hong Kong, South China & Beyond,” by Fr Morrissey, S.J., p 818



Plaque in Wah Yan College, Kowloon — List of Principals

As Headmaster, Wah Yan College, Kowloon
http://www.indopedia.org/index.php?title=Wyk

In 1941, Hong Kong was attacked by the Japanese forces, the Jesuit priests of the College
helped organize the evacuation of the Kowloon civilians to the Island as they closed
down the school. During the occupation, the Japanese prohibited its resumption on
political grounds. The Nelson Street campus was so thoroughly looted that, Mr. Chow
Ching-nam (7 %x), then Headmaster, could salvage nothing but a small portion of
school registers and documentations, and the students had to bring in their own stools
when the College reopened after the war.

(*Note: Mr Chow’s years of headmastership mentioned in Fr Morrisey’s book and those
inscribed on the Plaque in Wah Yan College, Kowloon, above, are somewhat different
from those given here based on my research. )


http://www.indopedia.org/index.php?title=Wyk

As Form-Master at Wah Yan College, Kowloon, 1952-1961

He was form-master for only one year, in 1960-61, his last year at Wah Yan College,
Kowloon, his class being F3B.

As Teacher at Wah Yan College, 1927 -1961

A. School Photos in WYK and Staff Lists, 1952-1961
(a selection)
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1952-1953, Staff — bottom row — 1% right



THE SCHOOL STAFT, 1960-1961

1960-1961, Staff — bottom row — 4™ left



S’faéﬁ 06 fl»te S’cltool (1953-1954)

Very Rev. Fr. P. Toner, s.J., Rector.
R Mg &L
Rev. P. Finneran, S.]., Minister.

FHEEEFRBANL

Rev. Fr. E. Bourke, s.J., Prefect of Studies.
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Rev. Fr. R. Butler, s.].
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Rev, Fr. J. Collins, s.J.
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Rev. Fr. ]J. Foley, s.1., Student Counsellor.

Rev. Fr. M. Morahan, s.J.,
Student Counsellor.
AR g R EERP A
Rev. Fr. J. Moran, s.J.,
Editor *“The Eastern Messenger™.
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Rev. Tr. J. O'Meara, s.7.
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Rev. Fr. M. Headon, s.]. Rev. Ir. E. Sullivan, s.].
e SR o AR e 2
Rev. Fr. R. Maguire,s.]., Sportsmaster. Rev. P. Cunningham, s.].
BYSEHTRN L HEXEL
Rev. Fr. T. Doody, s.J. Rev. A, Hogan, s.].
13 A O
LAY MASTERS
S. P. Aras, Esq. 3 OEN OB & Lee Yin Wo, Esq. EEME L
Chan Pak Yung, Esq. PE 40 & & 4 Li Yiu Bor, Esq. =3 4 A
John T. S. Chan, Esq. it {& 2 %k 4 Liu Ki Ming, Esq. B gh 2k &
Cheng Yuen Chia, Esq. #b 2 # % 4 Ma Yuk Lun, Esq. BExEE s
Ching Hing Chow, Esq. 72 B 8 % 4  Ng Tai Yip, Esq. E N 3
Chow Cheng Lam, Esq. [ iff #% % 4 Pun Yau Pang, Esq. WEEEkE
Choy Shing Pang, Esq. %£ B ¥ & & Shum Shuk Kin, Esq. A
Ho Ping Ki, Esq. {7 4 % % &  R. J. Wilkinson, Esq. % 4 0 % %
Hung Shui Ching, Esq. #§ 3 8% % 4 Wong Chin Wah, Esq.  #§ B &% 4 4
Lau King Chi, Esq. MUz k& Miss Wong Kit Kwan MRE K&
Lee Hoi Chow, Esq. = ¥ 9 O 2k Wong Tuen Po, Esq. e 8 W o A
Miss Lee Tun Yung = e o
Medical Adviser

Dr. ¥. Y, Tang, M.B., B.S.
OB RO &

Catechist Physical Instructors
Hung Shui Ching, Esq. Wk ¥ #f 2k 4 Chu Chi Shing, Esq. oA -
Lee Kang Ching, Esq.  Z& @ 3 2 4:
Office Staff

Nicholas Lau Wah Po, Esq., Secretary.
WEBMENEE
Telix Poon Wing Kong, Esq., Clerk.
ook HE & &

1953-1954 Staff list



The Seliool gta“ 1959 - b0
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V. Rev. I'r. H. DARGAN, s.]., Reclor

BERSERMK
Rev. A. FARREN, S.J., Minister
W EEEML
Rev. IF. CHaN, s.]., Prefect of Studies

Rev. P. ToNER, s.5., Student Counsellor

2y Hr 5 Az G B R 45 2 p A2
Rev. M. BRrOSNaN, s.]., Student Counsellor
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Rev. P. CUNNINGHAM, S.].

8 WY
Rev. J. Doris, s.].
o B R
Rev. P. FINNERAN, S.J.
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S. P, Aras, Esq.

CHax Pak Yung, Esq.
Cume Hing CrHow, Esq.
Chow Cuenc Lam, Esq.
CHoy Sning PanG, Esq.
Fune Kin Tune, Esq.
Ho Cnun Yuven, Esq.
Ho Pmneg Ki, Esq.

Hs1 Cuin Tse, Esq.
Hsues Wer-Su1anG, Esq.
Hune Tar Kong, Esq.
Lauv King Cur, Esq.
Lau On Kwox, Esq.
Lee Hor Crow, Esq.

Rev. R. KeEnNEDY, S.].
fij M £ <2

Rev, R. McCarTtHY, S.].

B m ik A2
Rev. J. Moran, s.7,
O OR bk R
Rev. T. O'NEiLL, s.].
B W
Rev. E. SULLIVAN, S.].
RO R WAL
Rev. A. TsenG, s.J.
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LAY MASTERS
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Miss Lee Tun Yunc
LeEE YIN Wo, Esq.

L1 Yiv Bor, Esq.
[LIGHT SHIRLIEN, Esq.
Liv Kr MinG, Esq.
Ma Yux Lun, Esq.
Mrs. K. K. Ma

Pun Yau Pang, Esq.
SHUM SHuk KN, Esq.
Tam CH1 SiNG, Esq.

Tam WiNG CHEONG, Esq.

R. J. WiLkmNsoN, Esq.
Wone CHIN WaH, Esq.
Wone Tuen Po, Esq.

MEDICAL ADVISER
Dr. Y. Y, TaNG, M.B,, B.S.
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PHYSICAL INSTRUCTORS

CATECHIST

Hune Snur Cuwe, Esq.

1959-1960 Staff list
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Crau CH1 SHING, Esq.

Hune York Cnoi, Esq.

OFFICE STAFF

Lee Sz Nuen, Esq., Secretary
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Yuen Fook Smuw, Esq.
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With his F3B class in 1961, his only class as Form-master

FE)RM l;_l B, 1960 -1961

B. Outside-School Activities

THE SCOUTS

1954 with the 11" Scout as Scout Advisor — 2" row from bottom — 5" left



“Pity we can't see

the Score on the

blackboard”

“I like that horse””
(Miss Wong, My. Chan, Mr Chow)

1957, at an Art Exhibition in Wah Yan College, Kowloon — That’s good composition!
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1958, Sports Day — Now which cup?

(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam)

With Fr Toner — This is how it works.



(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam)

1959-1960, Staff Dinner — 2nd row from bottom — 4™ left — A well-earned place

C. A Man of Many Talents

Mr Chow was headmaster and teacher. He was a caretaker of the Kowloon school under
the Japanese occupation. He was a man of many talents. He taught English and
geography and was involved in the school’s scout activities. According to Mr Tam, Mr
Chow introduced some advanced skills of photography to him. As well, he held a large
collection of classical music discs. The farewell essay in The Shield spoke of his “many
cultural interests.” To the students of his later years in Wah Yan Kowloon, he was an
affable ambling above-it-all teacher with a wide range of jokes and stories to spice up
geography and English lessons.




]

A Robin Hood!

“Mr. Chow in

dire straits”

Great cartography



(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam)
Early 1950s, Shatin picnic with WYK staff --Well-armed with hat, scarf and camera
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(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam)
1957 Teachers’ picnic - Should 1?



‘(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam)

1959 Teachers’ picnic — Mark, aim, shoot!



(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam)

1959 Teachers’ picnic — Wait till 1 shoot you!



(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam)

1959 Teachers’ picnic — | am all ears.



D.  On Photography — Theory & Practice

plwfag'zaplul

C. L. Chow

The Students” Photographic Contest held during the first week ot
April 1957 was an interesting show. Prints were received from many Forms.
Originally the competition was divided into two sections: ‘‘Views in and
around the College’’, and “‘Pictures that tell a story’’, but there were so few
entries for the second section that it was changed to ‘‘Outside subjects”
instead. Ng Yew Hay took first prize in the “‘College’’ section with a
panoramic view photographed from an adjoining hill; and George Zee came
second with his “‘Four Stone Pillars”’. In the ““Open’’ section Chan Ying
Wing carried off first and second prize with his ‘‘Chandelier’” and “‘Drying
Flour”.  Among those whose pictures were highly commended were Yeung
Ho Yin, Raymond Chan, Andrew Yeung, Chan Ming Lee, Cheung Chi Kam
and Peter Yeung.

Many would have entered pictures of a high standard if they had un-
derstcod fully the elements of composition and if they had known what
common errors to avoid in picture making. For their benefit I have jotted
down the following hints and suggestions which I hope will help them to
improve their work.

Composition is the art of arranging objects in such a manner that
they make a picture.

The special aim of pictorial photography differentiating it from all
kinds of record work, is the production of pictures which have an aesthetic
value. But before a picture of any importance can be made, the pictorial
photographer must have some definite feelings to express. These feelings
may be those of simple beauty, grandeur, fear or any other human emotion
which is aroused by, or associated with, certain aspects of life. For instance,
the feelings of simple beauty may be stimulated in one person by children
at play, in another, by a young tree growing on a hillside. Again, the
feeling of grandeur or fear may be aroused by human figures or mountain
land-scapes.

To convey these emotions by means of a picture is, however, no easy
matter. It involves a concentrated working of the mind. A more experienced
worker might well have realised at once that no photographic opportunities
had really presented themselves. A knowledge of the limitations of photo-
graphy, telling one what to avoid, is one of the main differences between the
beginner and the expert.



Following is a list of hints which may help: —

a.

d.

e.

j.

A photographer may take a picture with no centre of interest,
(and this is a most serious error). As a result, the cffect is mean-
ingless.

A picture may be taken with many centres of interest, so much
so that they distract the attention. The final result is a poor
picture.

A picture may be taken on a dull day with no distinct tonal areas.
This lack gives a flat effect, one of the most common photographic
mistakes.

Then there is a monotonous repetition of form without variety and
this kind of picture will always fail to appeal.

A common error in taking a building is tipping the camera up-
ward making vertical lines converge, so that the building seems
to lean forward. Rather than tip the camera, take the picture
from farther away.

A poorly chosen background can often mar an otherwise good
picture especially in the case of an informal portrait. The sky
itself or a plain wall makes an excellent background.

A picture by the sea-shore may be spoiled by tipping the camera.
The whole scene seems to be running down-hill. Always re-
member to hold the camera level.

An image may be blurred because the shutter speed was not
fast enough to arrest action from a broadside position. Such
moving subjects can be caught, even with ordinary cameras,
if not too close and taken from an angle.

When using a processing camera, be sure to set the lens at the
correct distance marks. A blurred picturc means one that is
out of focus.

A dirty or misty lens does not see clearly. To remove dust or
moisture, wipe the lens carefully with Lens Cleaning Paper.

In conclusion, it is hoped that by bearing the above rules in mind,
our budding photographers will be able to send to our next competition a
larger crop of pictures of outstanding merit.

Extracted from The Shield 5 (1957)



Mr Chow’s Photo Compositions, from The Shield 5 (1957)

(C. L. Chow)

I missed the bus, Father ......""



Mr. Ma caught by ihe Candid Camera.

(C. L. Chow)



What the leachers dream about

(C. L. Chow)




Pols

and Poles

'-
= :
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(C. L. Chow)



E.  Mr Chow’s Retirement - from The Shield 10 (1962) Editorial:

We were very sorry to lose our senior master, and one of the earliest Headmasters
of Kowloon Wah Yan, My. Chow Cheng Lam. Mr. Chow has been on the teaching stafl of
Wah Yan since the college opened and has been universally admired, respected and loved. His
leaving the class-rooms is a great loss to the students; his absence from the Common-room
is a still greater loss to his colleagues. May his years now spent in peace and filled with
the many cultural interests he so much enjoys, be many: and may he continue to cheer us,
his younger colleagues in Wah Yan. with his visits.

(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam)

1962, with Mr Wong Tuen-Po — Two long-serving comrades-in-arms side-by-side



F.  Mr Chow’s Passing - from The Shield 13 (1965) Editorial:

It was with great sorrow that we heard in August of the death of our former teacher,
Mr. Chow Cheng Lam. He was stricken by some sudden attack and died before we
even knew that he was ill. He was a charming gentleman loved by all. May he rest
m peace.

END

Compiled by Wong Hin-Shing, with the assistance of Yu Fong-ying, March 1, 2012



