
               
                                         (photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam, 1962) 

 

                              In Memoriam - Mr Chow Cheng-Lam 
              周淸霖老師 

          (?-August 1964) 

                        Taught at Wah Yan College, Kowloon, 192?-1961 

                     Headmaster, Wah Yan College, Kowloon, 1925-1927* 

 

     
As Headmaster 

 

From “Jesuits in Hong Kong, South China & Beyond,” by Fr Morrissey, S.J., p 818 

 



 
 

Plaque in Wah Yan College, Kowloon – List of Principals 

 

 

 

 

 

As Headmaster, Wah Yan College, Kowloon 
http://www.indopedia.org/index.php?title=Wyk 

 
In 1941, Hong Kong was attacked by the Japanese forces, the Jesuit priests of the College 

helped organize the evacuation of the Kowloon civilians to the Island as they closed 

down the school. During the occupation, the Japanese prohibited its resumption on 

political grounds. The Nelson Street campus was so thoroughly looted that, Mr. Chow 

Ching-nam (周淸霖), then Headmaster, could salvage nothing but a small portion of 

school registers and documentations, and the students had to bring in their own stools 

when the College reopened after the war. 

 

(*Note: Mr Chow’s years of headmastership mentioned in Fr Morrisey’s book and those 

inscribed on the Plaque in Wah Yan College, Kowloon, above, are somewhat different 

from those given here based on my research. ) 

 

 

http://www.indopedia.org/index.php?title=Wyk


As Form-Master at Wah Yan College, Kowloon, 1952-1961 
              

He was form-master for only one year, in 1960-61, his last year at Wah Yan College, 

Kowloon, his class being F3B. 

 

As Teacher at Wah Yan College, 192? -1961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. School Photos in WYK and Staff Lists, 1952-1961  

           (a selection) 
 

 
 

1952-1953, Staff – bottom row – 1
st
 right 

 



 
 

1955-1956, Staff – bottom row – 3
rd

 right 

 

 
 

 

1960-1961, Staff – bottom row – 4
th

 left 

 



 
1953-1954 Staff list 

 



 
1959-1960 Staff list 

 

 

 



   With his F3B class in 1961, his only class as Form-master 
 

 

 
 

 

 

B. Outside-School Activities 

 
 

1954 with the 11
th

 Scout as Scout Advisor – 2
nd

 row from bottom – 5
th

 left 



 
 

1954, Sports Day – Three with visions 

 

 
 

1957, at an Art Exhibition in Wah Yan College, Kowloon – That’s good composition! 



 
 

1958, Sports Day – Now which cup? 

 

 
(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam) 

 

With Fr Toner – This is how it works.  



 
(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam) 
 

1959-1960, Staff Dinner – 2nd row from bottom – 4
th

 left – A well-earned place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. A Man of Many Talents 
 

Mr Chow was headmaster and teacher. He was a caretaker of the Kowloon school under 

the Japanese occupation. He was a man of many talents.  He taught English and 

geography and was involved in the school’s scout activities. According to Mr Tam, Mr 

Chow introduced some advanced skills of photography to him. As well, he held a large 

collection of classical music discs. The farewell essay in The Shield spoke of his “many 

cultural interests.” To the students of his later years in Wah Yan Kowloon, he was an 

affable ambling above-it-all teacher with a wide range of jokes and stories to spice up 

geography and English lessons. 

 



 
 

A Robin Hood! 

 

 

 
 

Great cartography 



 
 
(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam) 

Early 1950s, Shatin picnic with WYK staff --Well-armed with hat, scarf and camera 

 
(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam) 
1957 Teachers’ picnic - Should I? 



 
(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam)  

 

1959 Teachers’ picnic – Mark, aim, shoot!    



 
 
(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam) 
 

1959 Teachers’ picnic – Wait till I shoot you!  

 

 



 
 
(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam) 
 

1959 Teachers’ picnic – I am all ears.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



D.  On Photography – Theory & Practice 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Extracted from The Shield 5 (1957) 



Mr Chow’s Photo Compositions, from The Shield 5 (1957) 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



E.  Mr Chow’s Retirement - from The Shield 10 (1962) Editorial: 

 

 
 

 
(photo taken by Mr Laurence Tam) 
 

1962, with Mr Wong Tuen-Po – Two long-serving comrades-in-arms side-by-side 

 

   

 

 

 



F.  Mr Chow’s Passing - from The Shield 13 (1965) Editorial: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    

E N D  

 

 

 

Compiled by Wong Hin-Shing, with the assistance of Yu Fong-ying, March 1, 2012 


