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Continuing the Connection

Mr Lim’s speech translated by Mr Chan - The Shield 04 (1956)
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Remembrance
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(Note: The years of Mr Lim‟s headmastership are slightly different from those in the plaque at the beginning of the file)

2009 - Message from Mr John Tan, Principal, Wah Yan College,
Kowloon
http://acad.wyk.edu.hk/~ym57lee/MessageFromPrincipal/m03-04-2009.html

Principal’s message to F.7 and F.5 school leavers (2008/09) on their last
day of school
My dear Students,
It is sort of challenge for me to bid you farewell on your last day of school as I
have been your principal for only 2 days / a month. Nevertheless, there are
some messages that are always suitable for Wah Yan‟s principal to deliver to
Wahyanites leaving their alma mater.
Here I quote from an address given to Wah Yan graduates by one of my
predecessors, former principal Mr Lim Hoy Lan, on 27th March 1928. Mr.
Lim‟s words represent the hope of Wah Yan on her graduating students.
On leaving school boys are apt to think that their education has been completed,
whereas they have just begun to learn in the greater and more important school
of life, where they have to solve far more important problems than any they can
find in their algebra and geometry textbooks. I earnestly hope that they will
develop the habit of reading good books and that they will take up new studies
so as to make their lives fuller and richer as they advance in years and
prosperity. A well-educated man should take an interest in what is going on
around him. A man‟s place in society is part of the essence of his existence. We
must not become mere money-earning machines but should endeavour by social
or public service to become useful citizens. It is true that we cannot all climb to
the top rung of the ladder of success or of fame, but we can all do our duty, and
do it well.
Today, people deliver elements in Mr Lim‟s message in differing wordings.
“To learn in the greater and more important school of life” is now called
“lifelong learning”. “Take an interest in what is going on around” is now part
of “civic education”. “Must not become mere money-earning machines”
reflects the importance of a moral conscience. To become “useful citizens
through social or public service” is similar to becoming “men for and with
others”.

The old messages and the new ways of expression mean the same thing, the
same principles for living, not just throughout your lives, but also throughout
the history of Wah Yan, from the pre-Jesuit period to this day, from the first
half of the 20th century to the 21st. These principles form our tradition, our
educational goals and our hopes on our graduates.
I would like to share with you two life experiences related to the message from
Mr. Lim. The first one is a report written several years ago by an I.T.
technician who was to work with a colleague (let‟s call him Dick) to purchase a
large amount of I.T. equipment and hardware for the organization they were
working for. They were supposed to get price quotations from two companies
and their boss would select the cheaper one to sign a purchase contract. In the
late afternoon of one day, the I.T. technician submitted the following report to
his supervisor:
8:45 a.m.: Dick approached me, suggesting to me to mark up the
price of the I.T. equipment offered by Company A, therefore
letting Company B, owned by his friend, to win the contract.
Company B would offer Dick and me $200,000, and we would
share the money evenly.
12:30 p.m.: After thinking about it the whole morning, I declined
Dick‟s offer. Dick threatened to expose my poor work records to
our Supervisor.
4:05 p.m.: I report the case to my Supervisor.

That Supervisor was me. The I.T. technician turned down the offer that worth
9 times his then monthly salary, for the interests of the organisation he worked
for. He is a Wah Yan graduate. I was so proud of him. This is one way of
practicing the teaching of “we must not become mere money-earning
machines” given by Mr. Lim 81 years ago. You may come across other
situations where the money offered is also attractive. Remember your moral
conscience that Wah Yan helped you to form.
The other experience is related to “becoming useful citizens through social or
public service”. For 21 years since 1988, my Wah Yan schoolmate Charles has
been bringing love in action to underprivileged groups in our society, such as
residents in homes for the elderly, the mentally disabled, Po Leung Kuk
children and the unemployed, through a „Care for Society‟ group that he co-

founded. He shared to Wah Yan old boys who participated in the Wah Yan
International Conference in 2006:
Visiting the elderly and the handicapped should be encouraged and
recommended to Wahyanites. In service, we bring joy to others, and to
ourselves.
After you leave Wah Yan, when you try to live out these values of justice and
love, you may experience temptations, difficulties and challenges of all
kinds. Come back to Wah Yan, for support, for advice, for comfort, from your
teachers, your old schoolmates, and from the Wah Yan campus itself.
May God bless you all.
John K Tan
Principal
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