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Cmr. Peter Tsui Yan Sau was born in the District of Ng Wah, Kwangtung

Province, China, in the year 1889. He was the son of Mr. Tsui To Leung,
¥ . Protestant minister. He ranks seventh in a family of nineschildren, three boys and
'1; wx girls.  Two of his sisters are still living.

As a young boy, he came to Hong Kong and studied in St. Joseph'’s college. It
was here that he received the Catholic faith. Besides having been a teacher in his
+ ma mater, he also taught in Ying Wah College and in a middle school in Mui
"‘:>:en.

Single-handed, Mr. Tsui founded Wah Yan School on December 16, 1919 at no.
= Hollywood Road, second and third Floor. He started with an extremely meagre
swmber of four pupils. However, boys began to pour in and by the following year
e number on roll became so large that he had to turn his residence No. 33 Mosque
.wction into two classrooms.  In 1921 the school moved to No. 2 Robinson Road.
“ % school expanded both in quality and size. This caught the notice of the then
“wcation Department, and the government offered to make Wah Yan into a Grant-in
% school, beginning from October 1, 1922.  Such a move created history in Hong
% =g for never before was a private school managed by a Chinese individual made
w0 2 Grantin-Aid school. The day on which Wah Yan turned into a Grant-in-
%0 school was memorable for another reason, for on that same day Mr. Lim Hoy
“an. who later became the head-master of the school and whose energetic leadership
mace the school what it was, joined the teaching staff. The Kowloon branch
wasted at Portland Street in 1925 and moved to the new building at Nelson
Seeet four years later. 1929

Mr. Tsui paid his teachers well. Indeed, his teachers were better paid than
“we Chinese teachers in government schools. It was because of this that the
gowernment started to revise the scale of the teachers’ salary. During his time
wuo. lady teachers received equal pay with their men colleagues.

By 1933, the school had been handed over to the Jesuit Fathers.
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Mr. Peter Tsui Yan Sau, the founder of Wah Yan
College at the Golden Jubilee Dinner heid ai the Ying
iing Restaurant.

The following is the speech made by Mr. Tsui at
the Gelden Jubilee Dinner held at the College.

This is the fiftieth anniversary of Wah Yan College. Happening to be the
fecunder T was being asked to say a few words about the chief events of its history;
in other words I am asked to blow my own trumpet, at least in part. Should it
8o out of tune you have to excuse the fault of a four score years old trumpeter.
Il blow that part composed by experts to soothe your hearing first. Under the
management of the Society of Jesus from 1933 to 1969, the manifold achieve-
ments, not excluding the present site and premises, as an educational institution,
morally or spiritually, intellectually, physically and socially, which you must
have heard, read, or seen are simply marvellous. Let Kowloon Wah Yan speak
for itself a few years later. My congratulations to the Society and their assistants.

To match with the good works of the Jesuit priests in Wah Yan I can only
put up a quantity in words for their predecessors who managed the school from
1919 to 1932.

Wah Yan College was founded by me by accident and any of you under
similar circumstances could have founded one; but to found one to turn out as
the present Wah Yan College requires extra hard work and good luck.

Having gained the confidence of the students in general during my six years
teaching in St. Joseph’s College this school was started with four pupils. From
the third month onward until 1931 the school had always a full house in atten-
dance irrespective of the sizes of the different hired premises. With the assistance
of the late Mr. Lau Po, my old teacher in ABC and that of Mr. Wai Chung
Yue and a few others, and the acquiring of the Robinson Road school building
vacated by St. Joseph College, the school grew in size and efficiency, and was
admitted to the list of Grant-in-Aid Schools by the Government after only three
years in existance. This was the first mile stone in the history of the school.

The late Mr. Lim Hoy Lan, a man of great teaching ability then joined as
partner, taught in the school and trained a good teaching staff, coupled with the
helpful services of Messrs. Lui Sun Tu, William Youngsaye, Peter Dragon,
Wong Tuen Po, Leung Cho Yuen (D) and others, the school became the biggest
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school in Hong Kong then, consisting of 800 students and 30 teachers, and was
efficient enough to receive the highest grant in 1929.

After the tenth anniversary which was celebrated with considerable pomp
my partner in the management, intending to improve the finance of the school,
invested, during my absence, the reserve furnd of the school in a shipping com-
pany and the South China Shipbuilding Yard, and was not successful.

The effect of the great world depression followed and the attendance of
the students fell 2(0% and so the educational grant-in-aid. The salaries of the
staff were increasing, and the treatment of the Government teachers was raised
beyond our catching up. In order to secure the future of the school and of the
teachers it was decided with the consent of the late Mr. Lim to have the school
handed over to the Society of Jesus which had intended to open one at that time.
I called it luck that Wah Yan was put in good hands for its perpetuity otherwise
there will not be any Jubilee celebration now.

Perhaps we were too proud at our tenth anniversary that it was followed
by an unexpected set-back which luckily turned out to be a blessing. It can be
plainly seen that the acquirements of individuals no matter how successful it
may be will not last long. Even a society should win the good will of the public
to be lasting.
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Twenty-0One Years

ECENTLY I was going through some
papers, sifting the chaff from the
wheat, when I came across a card from the
Education Department giving permission to
open a school (on the card it read “Night
School”) at No. 60 Hollywood Road. It
was addressed to Mr. Peter Tsui and bore
the date December 10th, 1919.

Mr. Peter Tsui was a teacher in St.
Joseph’s College. He noted with sorrow
that many Chinese boys were deprived of
the opportunity of secondary education
owing to the dearth of schools in Hong
Kong. He determined to do what he could
- to give them a school. On December 16th,
twenty-one years ago, a teacher with four
boys sat round a table in a rather dingy
flat in one of the most congested districts
of the Colony. That was the beginning.
The gathering did not constitute a school—
for a school according to the Colony Ordin-
ance must have at least ten pupils—until
after the Christmas holidays, when the staff
was increased to three, and the number of
students to twenty. By March the number
of the latter had jumped to 96. No. 60 was
licensed for 69, so a period of wandering
began. New premises had to be found.
No. 54 Peel Street became a constituent
college, until further necessary house-hunt-
ing led Mr. Tsui to 83 Mosque Street. This
with two floors in Hollywood Road housed
200 pupils and an adequate staff. Peel St.
was given up.

As 1 burrowed deeper another relic of
those early days came to light—a copy of
the South China Morning Post dated Sept.
2nd, 1920, giving the names of the first
Wah Yan boys to pass a public examination,
one with distinction. They were only three,
but it says much for the enterprise of the
founder and his staff that in the months

.when they were going from one place to

another, trying to find accommodation for
the ever increasing stream of applicants, the
work of training for the Junior Local should
have been undertaken and carried to success.

January 1921 brought stability. The
school began its second year in a building
which had been designed as a school. No.
8 Robinson Road became Wah Yan College,
and Wah Yan it has remained ever since.
The enrolment was 866, somewhat more
than the premises could accommodate, and
the equipment was not all it might have
been, but things were working smoothly.
Eighteen months later, in October 1922, the
College was admitted to ‘the ranks of the
Grant Schools, but a diminutive hostel
which had been started was closed by
Government order. From then on expan-
sion was so rapid that within a very short
time it was felt that something must be
done. It was done, but on the other side
of the harbour. On November 20th 1924
Wahyanites could be seen peeping out of
the windows of No. 70 Portland Street,
Kowloon. A second scheme, the enlarge-
ment of the Robinson Road premises, had to
be put back for a few years owing to lack
of funds.

A free day was given on March 7th 1925,
and the reason is interesting: “There is no
school to-day as the chairs loaned to the
Catholic Union Club have not come back.”
The Club occupied the big room under St.
Joseph’s Mansions. This later became the
College Hall or as it was and with becoming
modesty continues to be called on state
occasion “the Great Hall.” The School was

expanding and various parts of the Man-
sions were rented, a very unsuitable ar-
rangement as class-rooms and private apart-
ments were to be found indiscriminately
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thrown together. In later years this was
rectified by the College taking over the
whole of the block.

May brought the General Strike and Wah
Yan was so badly hit that the teachers were
paid off and told to look elsewhere for work.
They were, however, given a promise of
re-instatement if the school should re-open.
Tt did re-open in September, but the number
of pupils had dropped to less than half, only
202 putting in an appearance after the
summer holidays. 3

At the end of the year Mr. Tsui resigned
from the Headmastership and on January
1st 1926 Mr. Lim Hoy Lan took his place.
The depression of 1925 passed and the new
year saw 480 pupils in the College. There
was no Science Laboratory, the boys from
Classes 1 and 2 attending the Technical
Institute for practical work in Physics and
Chemistry. It was felt that such an ar-
rangement was not satisfactory, so plans
were drawn for extra class-rooms and a

laboratory. The site chosen was the small |

empty space between No. 8 and the steps
leading down to the Sacred Heart School—
No. 8 then extended to our present Class 1.
Mr. Lim went to Malaya to raise the neces-
sary funds.

To keep in touch with the Past, who by

this time had gone over the thousand mark,

an Old Boys Union was founded, with Mr.
Lung Tin Tong as its first President. The
membership was 120. On May 10th the
first of the Wah Yan Athletic Meetings
took place.

On December 2nd, 1926 two Irish Jesuits
gazed with admiration at the High Building
stabbing the sky. Little did they think
that one day it would be under their charge.
Yet “very soon the connection was formed.
The exact date of Fr. Neary’s coming to
take Religious Knowledge Classes is not
easy to fix, as there is no reference to him
in the journal proper. He is mentioned in
the annual report for 1927, but no date is
given. Many of the old boys and some of
the present teachers of the College have
very pleasant memories of Fr. John. On
September 5th the Hostel was opened, with
Mr. Wong Tuen Po as its first Warden. It
was filled before the day was out and many
who had brought with them their impedi-
menta had to be refused. Mr. Cheung Yan
Shung, the first on our roll, and our general
secretary for many years, was responsible

Jined in multicoloured lamps.

for the forming of the College section of
the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade, of which
through all these years he (sometimes
alone) has remained a faithful member.

The following years were but a story of
steady growth, of successes in examinations
and of hundreds trying to get in year after
year. On one occasion 483 boys turned up,
and only 50 could be taken. This and
similar inundations in subsequent years
have been responsible for many strong
comments in the annual reports concerning
the “Volkerwanderung” from school to
school of students wanting to get into
classes for which they are not fit. Dr.
Minett for many years acted as Medical
Officer for Schools, and in one of her
Reports advocated the setting up of a
Gymnasium, as she did not think that con-
crete was the very best thing to fall upon.
There was much in what she said but the
College had no place for a Gym. except
the ambulacrum under No. 8, and that
though better than nothing is not satis-
factory. Poor and all as it is, it has
resounded to the tramp of thousands of
Wah Yan boys, who for almost as many
vears as the College has existed, ‘have looked
with envy upon and tried to emulate the
herculean figure of Professor Mauricio.

A‘ﬁd bver the water the new specially
built Wah Yan College in Nelson Street
replaced the makeshift “portland Mansions.”

One night Wah Yan was all lit up, out-
In the Great
Hall which had once been the C.U. C, every-
body who was anybody in the edueational
life of Hong Kong foregathered to congra-
tulate the school on its success and on its
growth from 1 teacher and 4 boys in 1919
to 45 teachers and 1200 boys (850 in Hong
Kong, 350 in Kowloon) in 1929. It was
the tenth anniversary.

* . Two and a half years later in September

1932 five Jesuit Fathers and Scholastics
formed part of the teaching staff. The
formal transfer of the College to the Society
of Jesus did not take place until December

22nd and made very little difference in the
yunning of the college. The name Wah Yan

was retained, but -in the records of the
Jesuit Order a new name was added: “Col-
lege of Christ the King.” When the staff

‘and students returned to- school 'after the
summer holidays they were surprised to
find foreigners in the place of the Chinese
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gentlemen whom they had come to know
and respect. For a short time there was
uncertainty in the face of the unknown, but
they soon realized that the foreigners were
so only in name, and not in heart. A family
spirit developed which has been a very im-
pressive feature of the college life ever
since. The policy of Mr. Tsui and his
object in starting the school were not for-
gotten and Wah Yan remained a school for
Chinese boys. Mr. Lim Hoy Lan took over
the management of the Kowloon Branch
which though a distinet entity run indepen-
dently of the old Mother College, has still
privileges arising from the former relation-
ship. The boys from Class 3 enter our
Class 2 on the results of the Branch exam-
ination.

During the last ten years the number of
students and of boarders (the Hostel has
been closed temporarily), with various ups
and downs owing to wars and rumours of
wars, has continued to be very high, in most
years well over 900, with an exceptionally
high percentage of attendances.

With the coming of the Fathers certain
features of school life could be more fully
developed. This is but natural. Regular
Religious Instruction is now given in every
class of the school. In this way all our
boys have come to know the beautiful story
of God’s love for them, and many have
accepted it, with the result that within the
last nine years some 400 of our past and
present students have been baptized. Soda-
lities have also been established for the
Senior and Junior Catholic boys, but other-
wise the curriculum is the same as it was
under the old regime. The System intro-
duced in 1934 with inter-house competitions
extended the benefit of games and athletics
to practically every boy in the school. In
March 1935 the “Past Students Association”
took the place of “The Old Boys Union”
which had lapsed. Since its inauguration
the Association has been under the Presi-
dency of Mr. Ko Fook Son, and with its
monthly activities has been the means of
bringing many of the past, though by no
means SO0 many as we would like, into con-
tact with one another and with the College.
The present membership is over 200. Many
of them are Catholics and for them there
is a special meeting every month.

Social work of many kinds has been en-
couraged. Both past and present students,
have responded in a way that is most grati-

fying. It is impossible in this short sketch
to give a detailed account of what is done.
We must confine ourselves to a few facts.
Since 1935 the boys of the School have
helped the S.V.P. by subscriptions, raffles,
by dramatic performances, but above all by,
year after year, organising a stall at the
annual Bazaar. The result of their efforts
has been that something between $4,000
and $5,000 have been given to the poor.
Our Class 2 boys run a free night school
for the poor children of the neighbourhood.
They have some 160 on roll. In December
1938 the boys of Class 1 organised three
camps for refugees, living with and sharing
the discomforts of those they were assist-
ing. During the past four years the Wah
Yan War Relief Association, run by both
past and present, has brought in $24,628.90
for the purchase of medical supplies, which
are prepared by the children of the Sacred -
Heart School and a Committee of Ladies,
and then sent to the wounded at the front.
The most pleasing feature in all this is not
the money gathered, but the generous per-
sonal service given. Another very gratify-
ing thing is that instead of waning, as
usually happens when the novelty wears
off, the effort has grown bigger and better
with the passing years.

There are other features of our college
life which I should like to mention, the win-
ning of the Interschool Sports last year,
our carrying off the All School Champion-
ships four times, our Basketball and Volley-
ball successes, the class and house “pilics”
which help to liven the drab monotony of
the year. On the intellectual side we have
our debating clubs, and our very successful
Photographic Club (for the time being no
more), and worthy of a special word of
praise, the dramatic energy of our various
classes, which in the course of the last seven
years have staged twenty-two plays, some
of them several times, either for charity or
to add lustre to special occasions. 1 cannot
go into details, as the editor has said:
“Thus far and no farther.”

Wah Yan is twenty-one years old. Let
us hope and pray that the years to come
will see the same effort being made with
the same spirit, and Wahyanites going out
to work, not for themselves but for God and
their native land, doing honour to the school
which has done its best for them.

R. W. Gallagher, S.J.
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Mr. Wong Tuen Po.

ut of St. Joseph’s Colle
Callege in Hollywood road, Mr. Wong took his place
was i 1919,

When Mr. Peter Tsuj moved o ge to lay the foundations of Wah

on the St. Joseph’s teaching staff,

M= Wong came to Wah Yan in 1922 and remained on the staff til] the outbreak of the
= 1941

B 1926 he was put in charge of the hostel in Wah Yan and he continued with
B & was closed down in 1940.

At the change of management, 1/1/32 Mr. Wong
e Link-Man and the incoming Jesuits could not have had a wiser and more
counsellor.

- B 1349152, M Wong was again with Wah Yan, this time in the Afternoon School
B epened that year. When the Afternoon Scho

ol transferred to the new Wah Yan
= Waterloo road, Mr. Wong went with it and remained there till his retirement in ’61.
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