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Beneath the Queen’s White and Blue

8th December 1967 was a historical day. On this Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, the Sodalities of Wah Yan College, Hong Kong and Wah Yan
College Kowloon held a joint reception, the first of kind in the Colony.

Under the white and blue sodality banners, the members of the two
sodalities and guests from other sodalities knelt in the Chapel of Wah Yan
Hong Kong to attend the ceremony: nearly a hundred people were gathered
before the altar, Hymn 5 were sung in accompaniment of guitars, which was
fitting for such a joyful occasion and also marked the new spirit of the
Church, The ceremony with the Mass ended with verses from the sodality
Song, the first time accompanied by guitars:

“Comrades true, dare and do

’Neath the Queen’s white and blue,
For our flag, for our faith,

For Christ the King,”

The guests and the members were asked to stay to have their
photographs taken and also have some tea; after which they all gathered in
the hall for entertainment, The prefect of our sodality conveyed a message
from Fr. Foley, the Diocesan Director, that he would like to see more
sodalities join fogether next year. All were so happy that nobody wanted to
mention the departure, When the inevitable did come, we finished the day
with the ‘Auld Lang Syne’, with hands joined and hearts of lead.

Dominic Wong

What I Want To Be.

A film director is what I want to be, What could be more interesting
than shooting a film in front of St. Peter’s in Rome this August, and then
find myself facing the enigmatic Sphinx in Egypt next June, What more
exciting than to be speaking to the charming Julie Andrews under the dazzling
spollights in an English studio and a little later chatting with John Wayne
under a hail of bullets on some battle-field in Vietnam, What could be more
adventurous than climbing the treacherous Alps to get some shots of hurtling
skicrs or penetraling unexplored parfs of the African jungle in in search of
peoples or animals as yet unfilmed.

or cry, rejoice or weep according as
I wish, I shall be able to deceive

Directing a film will mean plenty
of fun, As if by magic I shall be

able fo play upon the feelings of my
audience. I shall make them laugh

them by many tricks of my camera.
With new techniques I shall be able

to make the impossible possible,

The director is alway number
one in a film crew, It is I who will
decide the cast, choose the technicians,
plan the camera angles, fix on the
shooting site, create the story of the
film--in a word decide the thousand
and one things that will mean success
or failure of the film,

As 1 gradually gain experience
I shall be forced to master pretty
well every field of knowledge, artistic
and scientific, It is I who will have
to give beauty to the story and
transform pedestrian dialogue info
poetic speech. It is I who will have
to dramatise the essence of the film
and direct the feelings and emotions
of the hero. But I shall also have
to know plenty about Physics and
Chemistry, for these are intimately
connected with  lighting,  sound
engineering, camera work, animation
and editing.

Moreover, to be become a film
director and be a short-cut to fame
and riches, though, it is true, I shall
probably meet with more than one
failure before I succeed; for making
motion pictures is as risky as gambling.
In one night I may win an internation
-al reputation and become a millionaire
if one of my pictures is a great
success, or I may equally well be
thrown right down to the bottom of
the ladder and have to start climbing
all over again. Success or failure:
the odds are about fifty-fifty.

Rapid adaptation is a basic quality
of a good director, If I am to succeed
in my future work I shall have to
make the right decisions quickly. For

example, once I realise that cowboy
films are losing their appeal I must
without any delay introduce a new
type of film. Once I notice that a
certain famous star is not drawing the
crowds like she wused to, I must
immediately find new stars to replace
her.

Another thing is that the life of
a film producer is freer and more
exciting than the lives of those in
other professions., I shall not have to
go to the same dreary office day
after day and sit at the same desk
unable to forget the soul-destroying
fact that T shall have to spend the
rest of my life there. I shall not
have to keep the sirict office hours
of 910 5. As a film director I know
that T shall probably have unexpected,
long holidays, followed by hectic
weeks of hard work that cannot be
let up till the film has been finished.

If T do choose making films as
a career, I shall have to spend only
a year or two in a technical college.
This will save my parents having to
pay oul large sums of money in
university fees. Moreover, cinematog-
raphy is a comparatively young
industry and the opportunities open
to an ambitious youth are well-nigh
limitless.

How I wish that I were already
in the film industry and even now
on my way to Brazil to start a new
film starring Elizabeth Taylor, Sean

(Henry Luk, Form 5A)
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EDITORIAL

Happy New Year, boysl!

This year we have got something very special to celebrate the new

year---a new name for our school newspaper---Signum.

The word Signum may seem strange to most of us. It is a Latin word
meaning ‘sign’. On our school crest are the words ‘In Hoc Signo Vinces’,

which means ‘By this sign you shall conquer’.

The word Signo means the

same as Signum, except that the suffix ‘um’ is changed to ‘o’ after the
preposition ‘in’. Do not think now that I am showing off my Latin. Frankly
speaking, that is all I know, or, if you like, all the information T gof from

Father Reid.

With a new name for our newspaper, I hope that this year will be a

successful year for all of us ----it is a good ‘sign’, isn’t if? And don’t forget

the word ‘In Hoc Signo Vinces’, By this sign---- Signum---you shall conquer--
conquer the minds of others by your own ideas. So don’t hesifafe fo con-

tribute articles to our paper.

It not only reflects your thought but also

helps in keeping our newspaper alive with the gay and flourishing spirit. of

the new year,

Happy new year, all of youl

The Geography Society
Sept. to Dec. '67.

By: Etienne.

The first event of the year was the annual meeting held on Sept. 27.
After Reverend Father Reid, patron of the society, had addressed us, the
chairman, secretary, and treasurer presented their reports for the last school

year, Elections

commiftee members were then conducted by our directors Messrs.

So.

The committee members held
their first meeting on Oct. 6 during
which class representalives from forms
4 and up that were not represented
on the committee were appointed.
The thirteenman council held its
first meeting on Oct, 11 to discuss
the general plan of activities for the
coming school year,

Our miniature library is open to
members every Friday after school,
We intend to have a onehour film
show on every first Monday of the
month after school. The first film
show was presented on November 7;
we thank the Shell Co. Ltd. for
lending us the three films. A field
trip to Silver Mine Bay was arranged
for mid-November, but was postponed
to Dec. 1, Perhaps due to the sudden
drop of temperature, the nearness
of the
the CEEB examination on the following
day ( Dec. 2 ), approximately fifty
out of the seventy who had promised
to go failed to turn up. In this respect

Christmas examination, and

by nomination and ballot for the posts of the seven

Yu and

the excursion can be considered a
failure.

Preparations for a second field
trip were made two days before the
examination, Secretary Leo Chu
learned that the (|| #§ 7 A& of the Wah
Kiu Yat Po was arranging an excursion
to Ping Chau for students on Dec. 23.
As Ping Chau is a faraway island
with some distinguished geological
features, the excursion was considered
worthwhile The society agresd 1o

grant members one dollar each
their travelling expenses
The response from members was
good, and on the morning of Dec,
23, seventy-two youths, led by
Messrs. Yu and So, gathered at the
railway

towards

station, eager to enjoy a
day on the open sea and in the
countryside,

The sun was bright and warm
although it was just one day after it
had been directly over the Tropic of
Capricorn, Students from other schools
increased the team fo around one

hundred in number, After gelting off
the train at Tai Po Kau at 9:15 a.m.
we set off in two junks, The waters
of the Tolo Channel were calm, but
when we moved into the unsheltsred
Mirs Bay past Port Island, the waves
The waves
sent them,
resling

began to threaten us.
battered the  junks and
the people
sideways.  After brains
hearts had become accustomed To
this rocking “motion, we were more
ourselves and waited for the end of
the rough voyage.

The voyage lasted three hours,
so that when we arrived at Ping
Chau, it was 12:30 p.m. When our
feet regained firm ground, we were
first greeted by big smeared, Chinese
words written on the floor of the
passage-way of the pier-—even inthis
island,

and inside,

our and

peaceful  and harmless
Communist activities were apparent.
We advanced further. and were
approached by hawkers selling
syrups, beer, and thres-six meat (or
so they claim it to be; it might have
been rat meat, and for those who
ate i, well,.. their smiling faces
when then they were having their
fill, hope we won’t be missing them ).
Ping Chau is 25 miles sea
distance from Tai Po Kau and 1 mile
off the Chinese coast. Geologically
the island is part of the Tolo Channel
Formation and is composed largely
of sedimentary rocks. Fossil beds have
been discovered at various locations.
The rock oxposed all around the
shore is a dark grey, evenly bedded,
hardened shale with a thin layer of
cherty sandstone. The population is
extremely small; increasing numbers
have been moving to Tai Po Market
where prospects for jobs and good living

condit ions are bettes, The houses

scaltered over the island are called
Chan’s house, Lee’s house, efc. The
occupation of the inhabitanls is mainly
growing food for their own consumption;
fishing is minimal. They have their own
village chief. A government-built school
stands near the shore; the pier is

another government job. According
to the skipper of the junk, some
local students have gone fo the United
Kingdom for education. It may be
the government’s benevolence, yellow
slave trade, or a falsehood.

The junks would be leaving at
4 p.m, This limited our stay to 3%
hours, We ate a hasty lunch and
started an eight-mile mile walk-hike-
rest-snack-study along the coast. En
route, the cameramen kept their
boxes clicking while Messrs, Yu and
So were busy pointing out the rock
types and answering our queries. We
went past wave-cut terraces, cliffs
and overhanging cliffs, faulted rocks,
and rocks like .chert and shale - that
has undergone chemical weathering
(thus dark brown, porous covering)
or has water-bored holes on the
surface layer. The hike made us
sweat and our faces were red like in
summer., When we finished our last
bit of walk through a sandy stretch,
it was 4 p.m. -- not a minute was
wasted,

The weighed anchor
immediately. As were more
prepared for the waves, the return
voyage was less upsetling. Another
threz hours would take us back fo
Tai Po Kau, When the junks entered
Tolo Channel, the sky was dark
around us. We were engaged either
in slesping, playing cards, wrestling
in the cabin, meditating, singing, or
doing all at the same time, The junks
moved past the Plover Cove dams.
In the distance the lights of Tai Po
Market glowed beautifully, Had it
not been for the clouds that filled
the sky, the stars would have
supplemented the serene atmosphere.
We disembarked at 7 p.m.,
one minute later the train arrived at
the station.

We  thank  the school

supporting our activities, Messrs Yu

junks
we

and

for

and So for giving us advice and
guidance, and the (g ZA for

“arranging the junks for our last field

trip.




