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SIGNUM

12th. Feb. 1968.

ATH

On the 19 th May, at 12 noon
I boarded a B.E.A plane at the airport
of Lod which is about thirty miles
from Jerusalem. My companion on
the plane was an English specialist,
Dr. Martins, who represented his
English pharmaceutical firm in Basle
in Switzerland.

At 1.50, we were over Athens.
It. is a beautiful city from thr air-
stretching out flat, except for a few
low mounds. The suburbs are made
up of separate white houses with red
brick roofs-it all looks like something
from fairyland. The officials at the
airport were most helpful, and very
soon we were in the bus for the city.

The city of Athens, apart for
the old city which is around the
Acropolis, is modern with straight
streets and beautiful buildings. It was
planned by a German architect in the
19th century. The population is about
550,000.

The bus takes you to Constantine’s
square, which has a garden in the
centre about a hundred yards square
and around it are the air companies
offices and big banks and hotels. In
the square there are brightly coloured
awning and parasols giving shade to
small coloured tables and chairs at
which sat many people drinking ceffee
and soft drinks, reading newspapers,
and talking animatedly. As I went to
our house in Michael Voda street I
sew many statues, but unlike what
St. Paul saw, these statues were to
generals and statesmen.

Next day I went to see the
Acropolis. The Acropolis means the
high place or fortified part of a
Greek city. It is quite a climb from
the street to the top. On the way up
I looked down on the Areopagus where

ENS

St Paul addressed the Philosophers,
and who politely laughed at him when
be spoke about the resurrection of
the body. Beyond the Areopagus and
adjoining it is the Agora or market
place. Here St. Paul spoke to the
ordinary people. The path to the top
is wide and rough, and in places
there are steps.

On the top and to the right is
the famous Parthenon or the Great
Temple of Athepa. It is the most
famous ancient building in the world.
On the left side is the Temple of
Victory, and beside it is the Erech-
theion. The top is level and about
100 by 70 yards. The north, south
and east sides are precipitous-the
only approach is from the west. From
the top there is a magnificent view
of the city and the surrounding
country. When St Paul visited Athens
it was still in its glory, and we know
that the superstition of this loveliest
of cities made him sad. As I admired
the scenery, the wealth of architectural
and sculptured beauty, the way of
life and their beautiful climate and
clear skies, I felt like Paul. The
comparison between the humanism
and worldliness of Athens and the stark
casrificial atmosphere of Jerusalem
is very striking.

Not far from the Acropolis is
the National Garden, it is vast and
beautifully laid out with trees, foun-
tains, flowers and paths. Behind it is
the Royal Palace. Beside these is the
new National Stadium.

The stadium is shaped like a
400 m running track with one end cut
off and open to view. The seating
is entirely made of marble and has
no covering. It seats 60,000 people,
The Sunday afternoon that I went

there happened to be king Constantine’s
birthday, and there was a big sports
meeting-athletes and teams from all
over Greece were there, the stadium
was nearly full. One side secemed to
be reserved for schoolchildren. There
were many bands in their picturesque
old Greek costumes, and there were
processions of togged out men. The
leader of each group carried a banner.
Then amid a fanfare of trumpets the
athletes came running and bounding

Dear Ralph,

I am now all alone in the house,
doing my recollection on this very
last day of the year. We had our
coldest day of the year two days ago
with the temperature approaching O°
C. It is chilly outside, but I do not
feel so as I am going back to the
memories of my bygone days I
acknowledge that thc people of Hong
Kong have had a very difficult year.
Yet all the riots, killings, and bombs
did not lessen our magic moments.
I found that I have been playing in
a pool of love. I think that I was
not worthy of so much trust and care
from the elders, friends, and those
that I met. I hope that I have given
the same in return.

The happy atmosphere of the
leadership course, the singing and
working in the hospital, the ups and
downs of our fellow Sodalists, a
bitter smile from you when compared
with that of A.Y., the many helping
hands that are out-stretched when I
am in trouble, all these are stored
up in my bank of golden days where
no man can steal and no moth can
eat. When I am sad or at leisure
I like to go through these merry
experiences and dream of the unfor-
gettable occasions. They said that

into the arena - jumping, sprinting,
hurtling javelins and discuses all over
the arepa. It all was very impressive,
but alas the competitors did not
come up to what one might have
expected. For the first event, a 100 m
hurdles had four false starts and two
competitiors were disqualified. It was
5.30 and was becoming chilly, so I left
for home delighted with the stadium
and disappointed with the athletes.

Paddy Finperan S. J.

A LETTER

‘Life is a mirror, in which you see
your true self.” How true this saying
is! Every second of the day, we are
moulding our own individual lives.
Someone asked me, “Did you
have a successful year?” 1 replied,
“What do you mean by successful?
The most glorious days of your life
are not the time when you are at
the top of the world, but when you
have failed or are in despair and
feel that you should stand up again
and challenge Fate. Life is never a
straight path with no obstacles. There
are bends, ditches, and briars. We
must find our own way through it.
Sometimes we are lost, and walk
into a blind alley. But if we have
confidence Our Lord will eventually
open a door for us which we could
never have foreseen. They say, “When
the Lord closes a door, somewhere
He opens a window.” Troubles and
disappointments are usually the means
used by the Lord to train and prepare
us for better fortune in the future.
Thank you for your nice
Christmas Card. James and John send
their kindest regards to you and wish

you every success in the coming
year.
Yours,
Joseph.
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Operation «Coral Sea”

January 13th, 1968 was, indeed, a memorable day for the aviation Club. It
was the first time for two years that the club had a chance to visit an
aircraft carrier. Through the help of Colonel Hum and the United States
authorities, we were able to make a visit to the United States aircraft-carrier,

the 50,000-ton U. S. S. “Coral Sea’.

The club was given very short
notice of this visit and it was organised
in a a hurry, but most of the club
members turned up for the trip. By
12:45, on Saturday, January 13th, 27
Members, led by Fr. Coghlan S. ],
were waiting eagerly at the Kowloon
Public Pier for transportation to the
United States Navy Pier in Wanchai
Minutes later, two ladies from the U.
S. Consulate picked us up at the pier
and brought us across the harbour.
From there, we were accompanied by
Sergeant Jones of USAF and the
trip to the U. 8. 8. “Coral Sea” began
on a Hong Kong and Yaumati Ferry
boat. The journey took about twenty
minutes and, not long after departure,
we could see the huge aircraft carrier
lying gracefully at anchor near Green
Island. For most of the members, this
was their first visit to an aircrafc-
cartier and they were very excited as
their destination came into sight. They
were overawed by the hugeness of the
ship and the brightly coloured and neatly
lined up aircraft. As soon as the ferry
stopped,we began to ascend the ladder
leading up to the ship. We were
greeted by an officer in charge. After
a short briefing, the officer led us
around the ship with the assistance
of Seaman Mr. Tom Weller and three
other members of the crew. Below deck

we witnessed the crew reassemble a |

F-8U Crusader within an hour. There
were a number of different types
of aeroplanes under repair in the
workshop. Then we took a look at the
anchorroom in the bow of the ship. One
of the two anchors was dropped and
each one weighed up to 60,000 pounds.
After taking a number of photographs
we went on deck. We saw rows of
planes which some day ago had roared
through the skies of Vietnam but now

We were given permission to take
any photographs we wished. All at
once, the A-4 Skyhawks, A-1 Skyraiders,
F-4B Phantoms, F-8 U Crusaders,
Skyworriors and helicopters became
the focus of the photographers.
Some members, helped by the ship’s
crew, climbed into the cockpits and
sat on the seats of the aircraft and
took a good look at all the instru-
ments installed in an aeroplane. We
learned for the first time that the
commander of a helicopter always
sits in the righthand seat, whereas, in
an aeroplane, the captain always sits
on the left. The helicopers were mostly
used for rescue purposes. The F-8U
Crusaders on board were modified to
carry out reconnaissance and picture-
taking missions. The lieutenant
and his fellow seamen were very
friendly and co-operative and they
spent a lot of time answering the
numerous questions brought up by our
members. The group came together
again at approximately a quarter to
four. After taking a group photograph,
we went below deck again and waited
for the ferry to take us home. At
4:30 p.m., we left the the ship, with
her 5,000 men and 60 aircraft, and
began our journey home. By the time
we got back to Kowloon Public Pier,
it was almost six in the evening. The
members went home separately and
an interesting visit to an aircraft
carrier finally came to an end.

We would like to express our thanks
to the captain of the U. 8. 8. “Coral
Sea”, Colonel Hum and the authorities
for making this enlightening trip possible
for the club. Our thanks are also due
to those who spent their time leading
us around the ship and contributed
to making our visit a pleasant one.

Stephen Ching
President ( Aviation Club)

were lined up peacefully upon the deck.

Cplay “Droduction.

By: Etienne.

Having consulted three British books on play production, I attempt to
summarise the main points; much complicated matter has been left out for
the sake of simplicity. My slight understanding of this living art refrains me
from making any persopal comments, but every sensible person will know
that for this art, as for the other arts, there are no definite rules. As
preparations for the inter-class drama competition will be in full swing during
the next few months, this article in note form may serve as a guide, not 2
rule-book, for the producers who are new at the job. The prudent will adopt

and reject what they think fit.

The first word of encouragement
goes to the producer never lose faith,
work hard, and seek the guidance of
the more experienced. Before starting
rehearsals the producer has to go

through a good deal of preparation.
When he has done this, he is half
way home. This includes an analysis
of the script, the framing of your
interpretation of the script, auditions
(casting), and a conference.

1. The analysis. Judge the play
by its theme, characters, construction,
and dialogue. Look out for conflict,
suspense, climaxes (spot the innu-
merable tiny climaxes that build up
to the bigger ones), and contrasts
(of character, mood, and atmosphere).

The play itself can be considered
in the following four respects:

A. Sound: human speech, music,
sound effects.

B. Movement: thythm and tempo
in speech and movement.

C. Colour: costume, decor, lighting
(a word mispronounced by many as
‘lightning’, incidentally).

D. Form: design and shape in
decor and grouping (Of the actors
throughout the play).

2. The interpretative methods.
Work out a complete Plan of move-
ments and grouping for the actors.
Ways to show contrast - silence and
shouting (sound ), stillness and running
or leaping ( movement), darkness and
light (colour). Make the play natural
as real life avoid artificial
contrivances.

3. Auditions. Strictly speaking,
the producer should match characters.
of consideration

and

A certain amount
should be allowed for their own choice
of parts. Auditions should combine

acting with reading.

4. The conference ( with assistant,
prompter, and actors). The producer
reveals the progress, construction, and
his interpretation of the play. He

stated his analysis of the characters
to be portrayed by the
Comments will be
company, but the producer is the
autocrat.

The second half of the task is
the rebearsals. These should occur at
least once a week, and more during
the last two weeks; schedule more
than necessary to compensate for
cancellations. During rehearsals give

actors.
invited from the

confidence and arouse the necessary
enthusiasm in the actors by own
example and appropriate humour to
ease the tension.

The progress can be separated
into two stages.

Stage 1. Movements and grouping;
interpretation and emphases of lines
and words; acting not emphasized;
actors do not have to be ‘word
petfect’ in order to eliminate wrong
emphases of words.

Stage 2. Lines ‘word perfect’;
acting emphasized. At this stage the
individual creative ideas come in.

The producer should make the
actors know their own mistakes, and
should, as far as possible, avoid the
‘do-it-like-me’ method, Watch and
listen all the time; leave the script to
the assistant. Create a well-composed
picture on the stage throughout the play.

Stating the methods for doing
something is easy, but putting them
into actual practice in order to achieve
the desired result is eatirely another
matter. So, to this year’s producers--
good luck and fruitful efforts.

...things 20 b

etter with COKe

TRADE-MARK REG,




