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FROM MY DIARY

“What can be said at all, can be clearly said; of that which eludes

utterance, best say nothing”

Wittgenstein.

It is because a thing is at a distance that it is beautiful. Most beautiful
things become ugly when you come close enough. That is why we want
what we cannot have. That is why we want to be somebody else.

But I only want to be myself. I
only know too well that I am neither
inferior nor superior to anybody else.
We are all alike. We fear, we hope,
we love, we hate, and above all, we
all die. Death makes us all even.

It is true that if one can always
get what one wants, there will be no
such thing as value. But that is
exactly the point. I want what I
cannot have.

Feeling is confusing. Thinking is
precise. The trouble is when I am
feeling 1 cannot think, and vice versa.
To feel is to be involved; to think,
detached. To feel is human, to think
divine. To feel is to live, to think
to exist. I need both. I drift from
ope to the other and thereby find
my wretchedness and happiness.

How often I neglected it, and now
know: the moment I believe I can
be the

moment.

strongest is my weakest
The gentler I am, the

stronger I become. Oaly the weak
one needs to prove that he is strong.
The really strong one simply g5, I
believe in gentleness. Next time when
T am angry with someone. I will throw
him a flower.

I can feel summer coming,
emerging like a fragrance. It arouses
within me a silent disturbance. A
million tiny transparent birds sing

inside me and I once more want to
be in love with....... everything!

The greatest folly is pride which
proves that one knows nothing. The
greatest evil is to be fey which is to
deny god. The greatest virtue is to
understand. It is because we understand
that we forgive. It is because we
forgive that we love.

While teaching us Gulliver's
Travels, Mr. O said, ‘“‘Swift finally
went mad becane his observation on
human behaviour was too one-sided.
It is true that we have physical
needs but it is equally true that we
compose beautiful symphonies and
draw lovely paintings.”

I can go on living because I am
always a possibility. Man is Hider.
Man is Jesus. We see ourselves in
others. A true moralist is not one
who rejects evil, but one who admits
it. Let us have no misunderstanding.
I did not say we should do evil, but
we bave to admit that there is such
a possilility.

Man is man because he is free.
God is God because He always says
“Thou mayst,”” and never ““Thou
shalt.”

And here I would like to quote
a French writer: Though the Creator
grants His characters free will, self-

determination, He hopes, deep down
in His heart, that they will choose
good. TOM

An Anonymous Letter To The Editor.

Here are some suggestions. They cencern the recent Chinese Editorial

in Signum Vol. 3 No. 10.
(1) The choice of topics for comment

Whether a topic like ‘compulsory
primary education’ can be satisfactorily
dealt with in less than five hundred
words ( Chinese characters) is doubtful.

Signum is a school newspaper.
It is not and will not be inapposite
for it to comment on topics concerning

education (Charlie seems to have
intimated that ‘education’ is an
undefined term!). But criticisms of a
by no means simple social problem
have to be based on facts; and these
facts will not be few in number. It is
very difficult to pack a mass of facts
in two brief paragraphs; and the
argument, I am afraid, was not a
vety cogent one.

By all means an editorial may
attempt presenting an attitude towards
this and other important problems,
with suggestions, perhaps. But would
you allow straightforward assertions,
when the relevant facts and figures
have not been enumerated?

(2) Clarity: the need of defining
terms

The first part of the editorial
has as its titde, ‘Compulsory primary
education not suitable for Hong Kong
for the time being! What is meant
by ‘education’, or ‘the true means of
EDUCATION"? How compulsory?
Does ‘compulsory’ imply ‘free’?

And what, after all, is the so-called
‘pop-in’ dancing party?

A reader will not be able to
accept an argument-any argument that
has been clothed in wooliness.

(3) Criticisms which remain to be

justified

Samples of such criticisms are:-
‘The general public mostly shows
approval of this attitude to the problem’
(3td line); ‘those who are parents know
very well the importance of education’
(11 th lipe); ‘Some councillors . .. ..
really do not understand the difficulties
of the poor people.” (13 th line).

More samples from the second
paragraph are:- ‘Now the government
department even actively inaugurates
such parties...... extremely absurd.’
(7 th line); ‘on the contrary, they will
bring about the opposite effect ...’
(second last line ).

(4) The language employed is to

some extent excessively strong

Examples are the use of words
like ‘absurd’; ‘parties and pop music,
are not bad in themselves . . . ruined
themselves.” and other phrases which,
though mild in their original purport,
sound too emphatic, and may well
lead to misunderstandings.

Self-restraint is a sign of maturity.
Will there be more of it in the
Signum editorials?

(5) The
enough

criticisms not flexible

The phrasing suggests an absolutely
fixed attitude. But to any a problem,
especially to a complicated problem,
the underlying truth, even the bare
facts, and the actual solution may not
be as simple as they appear (sometimes
they do not appear at all). The
criticisms are, in a way, tO a certain
extent, and from a particular point of

view, tending to extremes - at least,
imtending to do so.

It is well to remember that
Signum is a newspaper ‘of the students,
by the students, and for the students.’
Its editorials should suit the needs of
a students’ newspaper. It is advisable
to have flexible criticisms.

So much for criticisms and
suggestions. I am not unaware of the
difficulties of and in writing, particularly
in writing up editorials. Even now
when I am writing these notes I am
innately aware that the possible faults
I have referred to may well appear
in them. And here you are
reminded that these suggestions on
the criticisms ate but suggestions only:
suggestions are suggestions only, as
all suggestions go.

Finally, please excuse my diff-
useness, and inapposite translations, if
there are any.

The Signum Editorial is offered
the best wishes.

A Sixthformer
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HAVE A COKE NOW AND LOOK UNDER THE CROWN
YOU MAY WIN A HOME in April, May or June 1968 |

1




